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Piracy continues to decrease while focus shifts to maritime kidnapping 

 

The threat of piracy and armed robbery of ships around the globe has continued to 

decline in the first half of 2017 - but kidnapping of crews is on the rise. A new report 

from the International Chamber of Commerce (ICC) says that the first six months of the 

year saw a total of 87 incidents reported to the organization’s International Maritime 

Bureau. That compares with 97 reported for the same period in 2016. A total of 63 

vessels were boarded in maritime routes across the globe, according to the report. 

Twelve were fired upon and only four were successfully hijacked. While piracy on the 

high seas has declined, the kidnapping of maritime crew members is on the rise. 

 

A greater number of crews were kidnapped while at sea in 2016—the highest in the past 

decade—despite the fact that global piracy has seen some of its lowest levels, according 

to a January report from the ICC. “The continued fall in piracy is good news, but certain 

shipping routes remain dangerous, and the escalation of crew kidnapping is a worrying 

trend in some emerging areas," said IMB Director Pottengal Mukundan in a statement 

released for the report. "The kidnappings in the Sulu Sea between East Malaysia and the 

Philippines are a particular concern," he added. The January report states that there had 

been a threefold increase in maritime kidnappings in 2016 when compared to the 

previous year. Pirates kidnapped a total of 62 people in 15 separate incidents. Just over 

half that number were captured off the coast of West Africa. The remaining 28 were 

abducted from tugboats, barges, fishing vessels, and merchant ships of the coasts of 

Malaysia and Indonesia. 

 

While the African coast may not be the hotbed of piracy that it once was, southeast 

Asia has seen a steady rise since 2015, when the region saw more than one-third of 

pirate attacks globally. Most of the pirates in the region had targeted ships with 

commercial cargo because it could be sold on the black market. However, the crews 

of the large vessels are increasingly targeted for abduction because it can yield a high 

ransom payout. It’s widely believed that the kidnappings have increased in the region 

because stolen gas and other goods do not yield as high a financial reward as they 

once did. 
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According to a report from Oceans Beyond Piracy, a majority of the kidnappings 

occurred in the Sulu and Celebes Seas which separates the Philippines and 

Indonesia. The pirates will often take their captives—who are usually ranking officers 

and/or engineers from bulk carrier ships—to the shoreline, where they are subjected 

to frequent abuse and under the constant threat of being killed by their captors. The 

rise in these incidents has led authorities in Indonesia, Malaysia, and the Philippines 

to draft a joint document on standard operating procedures in an effort to secure the 

waterways bordered by the countries. In May 2016, the three countries also agreed to 

coordinated patrols to improve the maritime security. 

 

Source: www.foxnews.com, 07 July 2017 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Japan’s proactive approach to maritime security: The case of supporting 

the Philippines during the PCA arbitration 

 

In July 2016, the Permanent Court of Arbitration (PCA) in The Hague announced its 

long-awaited ruling on the protracted maritime dispute between the Philippines and 

China. The PCA ruled in favor of the Philippines in 14 of its 15 claims against China’s 

expansive claims in the South China Sea. The court declared that China’s claims -- 

defined by the nine-dash line -- violate international law. The tribunal concluded that 

whatever historic rights China had to the resources in the waters of the South China 

Sea were extinguished when it ratified the United Nations’ Convention on the Law of 

the Seas (UNCLOS). 

 

It also noted that, although Chinese navigators and fishermen, as well as those of 

other states, had traditionally used the land features in the South China Sea, there 

was no historical evidence that China had exercised exclusive control over the waters 

or their resources. The tribunal asserted that historical navigation and fishing by 

Chinese navigators involved the exercise of high seas freedom, rather than a historic 

right. The PCA ruling was a major victory for the Philippines. 

 

Japan’s proactive approach to maritime security 
 
 

The Philippines’ filing against China could be traced to the three-month long standoff 

between a lone Philippine Coast Guard (PCG) vessel and Chinese civilian ships off 

Scarborough Shoal in 2012. In mid-June 2012, after the Philippines withdrew its lone 
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vessel, China took control over Scarborough. Chinese Maritime Surveillance (CMS) 

personnel constructed a chain barrier across the mouth of the shoal to block 

Philippine access to it. China also deployed these vessels to protect Chinese fishing 

boats operating deep into the Philippines’ EEZ. 

 

In January 2013, the Philippines directly confronted the Chinese approach during 

the Scarborough Shoal impasse by filing a statement of claim against China in the 

PCA at The Hague. As expected, China did not participate in the proceedings, citing 

its policy of resolving disputes on territorial and maritime rights only through direct 

consultation and negotiation with the countries involved. 

 

Japan, however, sent representatives to the hearing. Throughout the two-year 

proceedings of the Philippines’ claim on China on the South China Sea dispute, 

Japan consistently communicated its unequivocal backing to the Philippines’ 
approach on the basis of international law. On May 23, 2013, no less than Prime 

Minister Abe conveyed his country’s support to the Philippines’ decision. Tokyo’s 

public encouragement to Manila in its claims against Beijing brought to light Japan’s 

determination to prevent any unilateral action that may change the status quo in the 

South China Sea as it insisted that countries in the region to cooperate and adhere to 

the UNCLOS. 

 

Strengthening maritime security capabilities 
 
 

Japan has also assisted the Philippines in building up its Navy and Coast Guard. A 

month after the ruling came out, Foreign Minister Kishida met President Rodrigo 

Duterte in Davao. They discussed how their two countries could work together for 

the peaceful resolution of the South China Sea dispute based on the Award. He 

informed President Duterte that Japan intends to move ahead with providing patrol 

boats to the Philippine Coast Guard (PCG) and leasing the Philippine Navy (PN) with 

training aircraft for maritime reconnaissance. 

 

During the ASEAN summit in Laos, Prime Minister Abe held his first meeting with 

President Duterte. He unveiled Japan’s plan to provide two 90-meter patrol vessels in 

addition to 10 multi-role vessels for the PCG to boost its search-and-rescue and fisheries 

protection capabilities. He also decided to lend five TC-90 training aircraft to the PN that 

would useful for reconnaissance missions, disaster relief operations and transporting 

supplies. Japan’s goal is to assist the Philippines to improve its maritime surveillance 

capabilities in the light of increasing Chinese maritime activities and 
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despite worsening Philippine-US relations. During his state visit in January 2017, 

Abe emphasized that since both the Philippines and Japan are maritime nations, 

Japan will support the Philippines’ capacity-building in maritime security. On March 

28, the first reconnaissance planes were formally transferred to the Philippine Navy. 

 

Proactive Approach 
 
 

Japan’s diplomatic and security support to the Philippines is part and parcel of PM 

Abe’s proactive approach in international affairs. In December 2012, after his return 

to power, he pushed Japan to take a proactive role in upholding the liberal 

international order, with a specific emphasis being placed on the security and 

governance aspect of the maritime domain. On Dec. 17, 2013, the Japanese 

government adopted a national strategy that incorporated Abe’s advocacy for Japan’s 

proactive role in world affairs. 

 

The formulation and release of this national security strategy was a result of the 

recognition that Japan’s minimalist security policy, which emphasized economics 

and limited involvement in external security affairs, was inadequate to the new 

security environment marked by China’s rapid military expansion as well as North 

Korea’s growing missile capabilities. In the face of these developments, Japan had be 

responsible for defending the post-Second World War liberal order in East Asia. 

 

Japan launched the “multilayered security cooperation” with like-minded countries 

that included US allies in the region such as South Korea, Australia, as well as with 

countries whose coastal territorials are critical to Japanese sea-lanes of 

communications. In the aftermath of the tense standoff at Scarborough Shoal in 

2012, the Philippines requested Japan for patrol ships and diplomatic support. 

Japan readily extended its helping hand to the Philippines. Renato Cruz De Castro is 

a Trustee of Stratbase ADR Institute, and a Professor in DLSU-Manila. 

 

Source: www.bworldonline.com, 05 july 2017 
 
 
 
 

PCG holds maritime security inspection in line with the ongoing ASEAN 

meetings 

 

The Philippine Coast Guard (PCG) has intensified its monitoring in the waters of Cebu 

City alongside the ongoing ASEAN meetings with senior officials being attended by 

about 300 foreign delegates. The Task Unit Maritime, composed of personnel from 
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PCG Cebu, Philippine Navy, Maritime Police, Ports Authority and Bureau of Fisheries 

and Aquatic Resources, has conducted a tighter monitoring in the area. “The area we are 

mostly monitoring is the front of CIP because that is the front most of Radisson, the 

venue of the meetings of the delegates of ASEAN,” PCG Cebu deputy head Ensign John 

Manuel Alip said. Authorities are inspecting each boat passing and entering the area. “So 

if there are passing boats we think are suspicious, our men inspect it,” Alip said. The 

PCG said it has not received any direct threats to security in the city. “Our monitoring 

and implementation of tighter security continue,” Alip added. The maritime unit has 

been monitoring the venues 24 hours a day, seven times a week, to ensure the safety of 

delegates until the conclusion of the ASEAN meetings on Friday 

 

Source: www.untvweb.com, 05 July 2017 
 
 

 

What is Malabar naval exercise? Why is Chinese media considering it a 

threat? 

 

The Malabar naval exercise 2017 will take place from July 10. The joint naval exercise 

is an opportunity to strengthen India's position in the Indian Ocean ahead of a stand-

off between India and China. Malabar Exercise 2017 has come at a time when India-

China relations are going through a strained phase after the Dokhlam stand-off. The 

annual trilateral naval exercise between India, Japan and the US is being seen as a 

threat by the Chinese authorities. 

 

Here are 10 things you should know about the Malabar Exercise: 
 
 

1. The Malabar naval exercise has taken place every year since 1992, except for a brief 

glitch in the late 1990's, post Pokhran II period. The US renewed their ties with India 

post 9/11 attacks after India joined President George W. Bush's campaign against 

global terrorism. 

 
2. The exercise is like a mock battle where naval ships, vessels, submarines etc hold 

practice combat sessions and maneuver positions. 

 
3. The 2005 Malabar exercise saw the participation of USS Nimitz (CVN-68) and INS 

Viraat. The exercise that was held over the period of a month saw Indian and US troops 

practicing complex war moves and games, including '24 hour war at sea' simulation. 

 
 
 
 

 

Page 11 of 72  

https://www.untvweb.com/news/pcg-holds-maritime-security-inspection-line-ongoing-asean-meetings/
http://indiatoday.intoday.in/story/malabar-exercise-india-usa-japan-chinese-media-beijing-indian-ocean/1/998251.html
http://indiatoday.intoday.in/story/malabar-exercise-india-usa-japan-chinese-media-beijing-indian-ocean/1/998251.html


 
4. Malabar exercise 2007 was the first time the naval exercise was held outside the 

Indian Ocean off the Japanese coast of Okinawa. Malabar 2007 saw the participation 

of naval vessels from Japan, Australia and Singapore along with US and India. 

Around 25 vessels participated in the exercise. 

 
5. Malabar 2007 was the first time the naval exercise moved out of the Indian Ocean 

and closer to the Chinese territory. In June that year, China inquired about the 

course of action from India, US, Japan and Australia. 

 

6. In 2009, Japan again participated in the Malabar exercise. The three nations, India, 

Japan and US extended their maritime partnership during Malabar 2009, held off 

the coast of Okinawa. 

 

7. After China issued demarches to nations during the Malabar exercise of 2007, India 

was apprehensive to include other nations into the naval exercise. Although, after no 

opposition was received by China for including Japan in Malabar 2009, India once 

again invited Japan in the naval exercise to take place in 2011. Japan also 

participated in the exercise in 2014. 

 
8. In 2015, US and India issued a joint statement and invited Japan to be a part of the 

Malabar exercise thus officially making Malabar exercise a trilateral naval exercise. 

 
9. Ahead of Malabar 2017, Beijing is said to have sent a surveillance ship, HaiwangXiang, 

to monitor the Malabar exercise. "We hope that this kind of relationship and cooperation 

will not be directed against third country and that it will be conducive to the regional 

peace and security," said a spokesperson for the Chinese government. 

 

10. India has been concerned with the increasing presence of Chinese ships in the Indian 

Ocean. There have been reports of as many as 6 submarine deployments by China in 

the Indian Ocean since 2013. 

 

China's increasing closeness with Pakistan and Sri Lanka are also a cause of worry for 

India. Thus, Malabar 2017 will prove to be a concrete step towards increasing India's 

presence in the Indian Ocean and Bay of Bengal. Dozens of sea vessels, submarines and 

warships will work together to bring the three powerful navies together for possible joint 

patrolling and naval missions in the Indian Ocean and the Pacific. 
 
 

 

Source: indiatoday.intoday.in, 10 July 2017 

 

Page 12 of 72  

http://indiatoday.intoday.in/story/malabar-exercise-2017-india-us-japan-china-naval-navy-ins-vikramaditya/1/998324.html


 
Deaths of Vietnamese Sailors Serve as Tragic Reminder to Ship 

Operators to Review Security Measures 
 
 

 

PHILIPPINES – Though much attention over the last few years has been paid to the 

threat that Somali pirates have presented to shipping around the Horn of Africa and 

the Red Sea, recent developments have swung attention to the dangers of falling into 

the hands of Islamist extremists operating around the Philippine coast. Last week the 

decapitated bodies of two Vietnamese sailors, Hoang Trung Thong and Hoang Va 

Hai, were discovered along a road on the island of Basilan, a strong hold for the 

terror group Abu Sayyaf, an affiliate of ISIS. 

 

The two men had been captured by the militants in November 2016 off the bulk 

carrier MV Royal 16 and held for ransom and the double murder is a reminder that 

those who fall into the hands of such criminals are literally living minute to minute 

and, although kidnapping for ransom in Somalia had become practically a regulated 

business, with established methods of communications and payment between 

kidnappers and businesses/governments, this situation is not so clear cut in other 

parts of the world. Similarly, security measures and best practices that have been 

developed for particular areas and situations may not be the best advised course of 

action for crews under attack in other regions. 

 

All shipping lines and owners are advised to examine their regulations and crew 

training for piracy and hijacking and make sure these are relevant in the threat zones 

in which their ships are operating. Of course, effective policing and maritime security 

forces are the only proper method of dealing with piracy and maritime theft and 

kidnapping. The controversial Filipino President, Rodrigo Duterte, has come up with 

his own answer. After condemning the murder at a press conference he said: “I will 

eat your liver if you want me to. Give me salt and vinegar and I will eat it in front of 

you. I eat everything. I am not picky. I eat even what cannot be swallowed.” 

 

We have reported previously of rising piracy levels in the region and it remains to be 

seen whether the threat of cannibalism by the Head of State is an effective deterrent 

to the extremists. Until then, ship owners should look to the safety of their crews. 

 

Source: www.handyshippingguide.com, 10 July 2017 
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US, India, Japan stage largest joint drills to address ‘maritime security 

threats’ 
 

The US has begun naval exercises with Japan and India, with the US Navy saying the 

drills will help the countries tackle maritime threats in the Asia-Pacific region. China 

says it hopes the cooperation isn’t aimed against a “third country.” The US Navy, the 

Indian Navy, and the Japan Maritime Self-Defense Force (JMSDF) began the 

Malabar 2017 exercises in Chennai, India, on Sunday, according to the US Pacific 

Fleet. The annual drills are aimed at addressing “the variety of shared threats to 

maritime security in the Indo-Asia Pacific,” the Navy said last week. 

 

The exercises are also aimed at “improving interoperability between US, Indian, and 

Japanese maritime forces,” according to the US Pacific Fleet. The trilateral, two-phase 

drills are held in Chennai and the Bay of Bengal. “The exercise emphasizes high-end 

warfighting skills, maritime superiority and power projection,” the US Pacific Fleet wrote 

on Sunday. It added that crews will "practice surface and antisubmarine warfare 

maneuvers, perform medical exchanges, hold explosive ordnance disposal training, and 

conduct, visit, board, search and seizure operations.” Participants from the US Navy 

include the Nimitz-class aircraft carrier ‘USS Nimitz’ with embarked Carrier Air Wing 11; 

the guided-missile cruiser ‘USS Princeton’; guided-missile destroyers ‘USS Howard’, 

‘USS Shoup’, and ‘USS Kidd’; a P-8A Poseidon aircraft; and a Los Angeles-class fast-

attack submarine. “Naval co-operation between India, US and Japan epitomizes the 

strong and resilient relationship between the three democracies,” India's Defense 

Ministry said in a statement, as quoted by Reuters. 

 

Japan's biggest warship, the helicopter carrier ‘Izumo’, is also taking part in the drills, 

according to Reuters. In addition, the Japan Maritime Self Defense ship ‘JS Sazanami’ 

will reportedly be participating. The drills are the largest since the US and India 

launched them in 1992. Japan began participating in 2007 and became a permanent 

partner in 2015. It comes amid regional tensions with China, with all three countries 

expressing concern about Beijing's claim to almost all of the waters in the South China 

Sea, and its expanding military presence. The Indian Navy has reportedly spotted more 

than a dozen Chinese military vessels in the Indian Ocean over the past two months, 

Reuters reported, citing local media. India turned down a request for Australia to 

participate in this year's drills, fearing it would further antagonize China, Reuters 

reported. Australia has participated in the past as a non-permanent member. 
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Chinese Foreign Ministry spokesman Geng Shuang responded to the annual drills on 

Friday by saying Beijing has “no objection” to normal cooperation, but that it hopes 

such cooperation “will not be directed against [a] third country and that it will be 

conducive to the regional peace and security.” 

 

Source: www.rt.com, 12 July 2017 
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US Navy weighing options for boosting fleet size, as hostile maritime 

forces grow 

 

-Malia Zimmerman 
 
 

U.S. Navy officials are weighing options for boosting the size of their fleet, which appears 

increasingly inadequate to handle growing maritime threats from China, Iran and 

Russia. The Navy has 276 vessels, but while up to 100 are deployed globally, many are 

dry-docked for months — or even years —waiting for maintenance, upgrades or 

certifications. With China, Iran and Russia expanding their navies and taking more 

aggressive actions on the high seas, there is an urgent need for America’s currently idle 

ships and submarines to head out to the open sea. “Our advantage is shrinking,” Adm. 

John Richardson, chief of Naval Operations, said. “We must reverse this trend.” 

 

There are at least five possibilities of reversing America’s shrinking advantage: 

Recommission mothballed vessels; extend the service life of currently operating 

vessels; speed scheduled dock work; build new ones and operate the existing fleet 

more efficiently. The option of bringing back retired vessels has its critics. “The Navy 

has to consider what it would cost to bring each of these ships back into service, what 

would need to be invested so they would be capable against today’s threat, and how 

many more years could we get out of these ships,” said Tom Callender, senior fellow 

for Naval Warfare and Advanced Technologies at the Heritage Foundation. “We 

would spend many years and hundreds of millions of dollars to bring them back. We 

have to find room in the shipyards to do this work, we have to plan it out, and we 

have to find the money and realize it will be several years in the process.” 

 

Lt. Kara Yingling, a Navy spokesperson, said the Navy is exploring every option to 

increase the capacity and capability of the battle force, including extending the 

expected service life of ships and reactivation. “Reactivating retired ships will be a 

challenge because the ships are old and have not been maintained and modernized 

since deactivation,” Yingling said. “A lot has changed since we last modernized those 

ships, and there could be significant costs involved with restoring their systems.” A 

more strategic plan, Callender said, is to speed up maintenance, repair and 

certification. Part of the problem is a severe worker shortage of about 2,000 
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people. “Backlog in repairs has been a major issue in the last several years as the 

Navy has seen their operations and maintenance budget cut with continuing 

sequestrations,” Callender said. “In 2016, about halfway through the year the Navy 

was in the hole about $848 million, and that caused them to delay five ships' 

availabilities.” The USS Albany, for example, spent over four years in the shipyard 

due to continued delays, so while the attack submarine is on the registry, it wasn’t 
being used. Richardson outlined a plan in May for more quickly designing, building 

and launching a larger and more powerful fleet that incorporates cutting-edge 

technologies and new operational concepts. “The current security environment is 

faster paced, more complex, and increasingly competitive,” Richardson wrote in the 

2016 Force Structure Assessment, to back the plan. “Time is an unforgiving 

characteristic of that environment —things are moving faster, including our 

competitors.” The Navy is proposing a 355-ship fleet with 12 carriers, 104 large 

surface combatants, 52 small surface combatants, 38 amphibious ships and 66 

submarines over the next 30 years. Yingling said that in fiscal year 2017, the Navy 

currently expects to deliver 13 ships and retire 6 ships, and by fiscal year 2022, is 

scheduled to raise the size of the battle force from the current 276 ships to 310 ships. 

Part of the Navy’s strategy will be to better coordinate its fleet, Richardson said. 

 

Source: www.foxnews.com, 03 July 2017 
 
 
 
 
 
 

After Russian-Built Choppers Fail To Satisfy The Navy, 110 Light Utility 

Helicopters To Be Made In India 

 

The Indian Navy is planning to get 110 Made In India helicopters. The 

manufacturing will be done by an Indian firm in collaboration with a foreign firm, as 

per the reports. Russian Kamov-226T copters, pressed into service in 2002, are 

falling short of Navy’s requirements, and the move is one to bridge that gap. A 

government source told Mail Today that “as the strategic partnership policy has been 

cleared by the government, an Expression of Interest would be issued to the Indian 

firms by the Defence Ministry in the next few weeks to buy 110 copters, which would 

be under the ‘Made in India’ project.” The source further added that the old Kamov 

226T does not meet the requirements of the Navy and new tender is required to fill 

the requirement for new helicopters. 

 

Source: www.indiatimes.com, 03 july 2017 
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New submarine delivered to S Korea Navy amid tensions with North 

 

South Korea’s Navy is in possession of a new advanced 1,800-tonne submarine which 

it hopes will improve its underwater prowess against its northern neighbor amid 

heightened tensions on the Korean Peninsula. The navy received the Yu Gwan-sun 

submarine at a ceremony at the shipyard of Daewoo Shipbuilding & Marine 

Engineering Co. on Geoje Island near the southeastern port city of Busan, reported 

the Defense Acquisition Program Administration (DAPA), the country's arms 

procurement agency. "The Yu Gwan-sun is the world's top-class diesel-powered 

submarine capable of handling more than 300 underwater targets at the same time. 

Equipped with a fuel battery system, it can conduct underwater operations for 10 

days or longer without surfacing above the water," said Choi Hee-kyung, a DAPA 

official in charge of the program. Choi noted that South Korea has 15 submarines in 

service and that the new addition will help narrow the quantity gap with North 

Korea, the number of whose submarines reportedly exceeds 80. 

 

The new sub will be commissioned in December after crew members are properly 

trained. Relations between the two Koreas have been characterized by consistent 

tension. The neighbors have been in conflict ever since they fought a war in the early 

1950s. In recent years, Seoul has expressed deep concern about Pyongyang’s missile 

and military programs. Those programs have also deeply concerned Washington. The 

North, currently under a raft of crippling United Nations sanctions, says it will 

continue its military programs as long as the country faces hostility from the US. The 

US recently deployed an advanced missile system on South Korean soil to counter 

potential threats from the North, further angering Pyongyang. 

 

Source: www.presstv.ir, 10 July 2017 
 
 

 

Defunct submarine Sindhurakshak finally disposed off 
 

-Rahul Singh 

 

The submarine’s sinking was one of the worse tragedies to hit the Indian Navy since the 

sinking of INS Khukri in the 1971 Indo-Pak war. The Indian Navy has finally rested its 

Russian-built submarine INS Sindhurakshak that sank after an explosion onboard 

killing 18 sailors in August 2013. Navy sources told HT that the submarine, one of the 10 

Kilo-class submarines operated by India, was “disposed of at sea” last month. The 

sources said the 2,300-tonne submarine was disposed of in the Arabian Sea and its 
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final resting point is 3,000 metres under the sea. The submarine was used as a training 

platform by the navy’s elite marine commandos for some time after it was salvaged. 

 

“Usually, when a warship is decommissioned, serviceable equipment and 

components are removed and fitted on other vessels or what is known as 

cannibalisation. Each and every nut and bolt is accounted for. The Sindhurakshak 

was a total write-off,” a navy officer said. The submarine’s sinking was one of the 

worse tragedies to hit the navy since the sinking of INS Khukri in the 197The disaster 

took place seven months after the 2,300-tonne warship was overhauled at the 

Zvezdochka shipyard in Russia at a cost of more than $80 million. The navy will 

sharpen its under warfare capabilities with the induction of first Scorpene-class 

submarine, named Kalvari, this year. “Kalvari is ready for induction and the second 

boat, Khanderi, is likely to be commissioned by the year-end,” the officer said. The 

two submarines are among the six Scorpene boats being constructed in the country 

with technology transfer from French firm DCNS under a Rs 23,562-crore 

programme called Project 75. Scorpene submarines are expected to become the main 

conventional submarine of the Indian naval fleet and replace the ageing Russian Kilo 

class and German HDW vessels that are almost three decades old. 

 

Source: www.hindustantimes.com, 10 July 2017 
 
 

 

Malabar war games: India, US, Japan to deploy their largest warships, 

focus on anti-submarine warfare 

 

New Delhi: Amid the increasing border tensions between New Delhi and Beijing, 

India, the US and Japan are all set to showcase their naval power in the Malabar war 

games in the Indian Ocean from July 10. In consonance with New Delhi's ‘Act East 

Policy’ and growing relations among India, US and Japan, all the three countries will 

be deploying their largest warships for the high-profile war games. Besides INS 

Vikramaditya, USS Nimitz aircraft carrier Japan's largest helicopter carrier JS 

Izumo, many other warships, submarines would take part in aimed at addressing 

shared threats to maritime security in the Indo-Asia Pacific region. The exercise 

involving naval ships, aircraft and personnel from the three countries will feature in 

both ashore and at-sea training off India's eastern coast in the Bay of Bengal. Amid 

increasing Chinese forays in the Indian Ocean, the joint mid-summer exercise will 

focus on Anti-Submarine Warfare (ASW). 
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The exercise comes at a time during an ongoing military standoff in the Sikkim 

section. China on Tuesday ruled out any compromise with India and put the onus on 

New Delhi to resolve the situation to what it described as 'grave'. China and India 

have been engaged in a standoff in the Dokalam area near the Bhutan trijunction for 

past 19 days after a Chinese Army's construction party came to build a road. Doka La 

is the Indian name for the region which Bhutan recognises as Dokalam, while China 

claims it as part of its Donglang region. China and Bhutan are engaged in talks over 

the resolution of the area. Bhutan, however, has no diplomatic ties with China and it 

is supported militarily and diplomatically by India. 

 

Source: zeenews.india.com, 05 July 2017 
 
 
 
 

 

U.S. Navy Kicks Off Biggest Ever "Sea Breeze" Exercise In The Black Sea 

 

-Joseph Trevithick 
 
 

Every year, the U.S. Navy leads an international flotilla of warships, along with other 

naval forces in the air and on the land, through a series of frills in and around 

Ukraine’s Black Sea coastline as part of an exercise nicknamed Sea Breeze. This time, 

in the face of heightened tensions with Russia, the American contingent is 

significantly more powerful, including both the Arleigh Burke-class destroyer USS 

Carney and the Ticonderoga-class cruiser USS Hue City. Exercise Sea Breeze 2017 

officially began with a ceremony in Ukraine’s coastal city of Odessa on July 10, 2017. 

This is the seventeenth time the U.S. Navy’s Sixth Fleet has run the event, which 

dates back to the 1990s. 

 

With more than 3,000 service members from 17 nations, including approximately 

800 Americans from various U.S. military branches, this iteration is the biggest and 

most involved version to date. The practice scenarios cover maritime interdiction 

operations, air defense, anti-submarine warfare, damage control tactics, search and 

rescue, and amphibious warfare, according to the U.S. Navy. Usually, American 

personnel also conduct civic action missions, such as refurbishing schools or other 

municipal buildings, and engaging with the local public, in between the training 

sessions. “We are all stronger together,” U.S. Navy Captain Tate Westbrook, the 

commander of U.S. 6th Fleet's Task Force 65, the fleet’s main surface force, and head 

of all American personnel participating in Sea Breeze 2017 scene, said at an opening 

press conference. “We will finish this exercise all smarter, all better, and more 
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prepared as a team and as individual navies.” Most importantly, this year, the U.S. 

Navy has sent both Carney, which is forward deployed to Spain, and the Hue City, 

detached from the USS George H.W. Bush’s carrier strike group. The George H.W. 

Bush is presently conducting operations from the Mediterranean Sea. Both ships 

have capable land attack, anti-ship, and air defense weaponry, advanced sensors, 

and, if armed with the appropriate missiles, ballistic missile defense capabilities. Part 

of Carney’s role in Europe is specifically to act as part of the regional Aegis Ballistic 

Missile Defense (BMD) shield. 

 
In addition, the U.S. Navy has deployed a P-8A Poseidon maritime patrol plane, as well 

as SEALs, explosive ordnance disposal personnel, specialized divers, and Seabee 

construction elements. The Marine Corps has added members of its Europe-based rapid-

response Fleet Antiterrorism Team, or FAST to the exercise as well. Also a number of 

U.S. Army personnel will also be on hand, rounding on the American contingent. While 

two ships may not seem like much, sending Carney and Hue City into the Black Sea at 

the same time is a big deal and a notable increase in the firepower on display over 

previous Sea Breeze gatherings. Per the more than eight decade old Montreux 

Convention, countries that do not have a Black Sea coastline are limited in how many 

warships they can send into the body of water at any one time. You can read the exact 

method of measuring the total displaced tonnage here, but suffice to say it prevents 

American supercarriers and amphibious assault ships from entering at all. Other capital 

ships from non-Black Sea states that do meet the requirements may not remain there for 

more than 21 days per the agreement, to which the United States is a party. So, in the 

past, the U.S. Navy has generally contributed one Arleigh Burke-class destroyer to the 

afloat portion of the exercise, as well as other, smaller elements for other components on 

land. In 2016, the U.S. Navy had added the landing ship dock USS Whidbey Island to the 

mix. Other participants, including those who do have Black Sea boundary, have generally 

only sent frigates and smaller warships. In short, having both Carney and Hue City in 

the tightly controlled and relatively small area sends a powerful message – one that 

message seems firmly directed at the Russians. 

 

“The ships of my squadron will continue to operate in the Black Sea to reassure our 

partners,” U.S. Navy Captain Westbrook said in his opening remarks. “We are here to 

stay.” “Our task... is to fight as one team,” Ukrainian Navy Captain Oleksii 

Neizhpapa, the director of the exercise, added. “The joint force will have the number 

one goal: to secure the neighborhood.” 
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Securing "the neighborhood" means securing it from the Russians. Every other 

country on the Black Sea – Bulgaria, Georgia, Romania, Turkey, and Ukraine – is 

taking part in Sea Breeze 2017. Three of those five – Bulgaria, Romania, and Turkey 

– are NATO members. In 2008, Georgia and Russia fought a brief war over the 

status of two break-away regions, an issue that remains unresolved. In March 2014, 

Russia seized Ukraine’s Crimea region and subsequently began actively supporting 

separatists fighting the government in Kiev. While Sea Breeze occurs on the other 

side of the country from fighting in eastern Ukraine, the international training 

mission has taken on an entirely new character over the past three years. 

 

Now, the Ukrainian and U.S. Navy co-host the seemingly ever expanding drills. In 

addition, the bulk of the $4.5 million necessary to pay for the 2017 gathering, which 

doesn’t include the cost of operating the two American warships, came from the 

United States’ European Reassurance Initiative (ERI). The ERI covers broad 

American efforts to calm its allies and partners in the face of Russia’s increasingly 

aggressive foreign policy in Europe. The fund includes money for exercises, new 

facilities, and other security cooperation tasks both with both NATO allies and other 

regional partners, such as Ukraine. “This exercise, which is co-hosted by Ukraine, 

exemplifies our collective resolve to upholding international law, and to maintaining 

peace and stability in the Black Sea,” U.S. Navy Commander Peter Halvorsen, 

Carney’s commanding officer, said after the ship arrived in Odessa. 

 
This year, Sea Breeze also follows a major diplomatic engagement between the United 

States and Ukraine. On July 9, 2017, Secretary of State Rex Tillerson’s made his first visit 

to the country in an official capacity and met with President Petro Poroshenko. 

America’s top diplomat pledged continued support to the Ukranian government in their 

fight against Russian-backed separatists. “I think it is important to be very clear on what 

our goals are, the United States' goals are, with respect to the situation here,” Tillerson 

said during a joint press conference with Poroshenko. “And first and foremost, it is to 

restore Ukraine’s territorial sovereignty and integrity. … I’ve been very clear in my 

discussions with Russian leadership on more than one occasion that it is necessary for 

Russia to take the first steps to de-escalate the situation in the east part of Ukraine, in 

particular by respecting the ceasefire, by pulling back the heavy weapons, and allowing 

the OSCE observers to carry out their responsibilities.” 

 

The Russians were already sure to take notice and a foreign navy shadowing an 

American-led exercise is hardly out of the ordinary. It’s a prime intelligence gathering 

opportunity for all parties involved. Moscow conducts its own exercises to show off its 
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considerable military capabilities in the region, too. It's worth noting that the small 

confines of the Black Sea would easily play to the Kremlin's strengths in an actual 

conflict. Shore-based anti-ship cruise missiles such as the Bastion-P, as well as 

networked air defenses, which could impede a counter-attack, would pose a 

significant threat to one or two U.S. warships attempting to operate independently in 

the area. In 2016, Russia threatened to put some of these weapons into action and 

knock down Ukrainian missiles during tests, though they never followed through. 

 
However, since the Ukraine crisis began in 2014, there has been an increasing 

number of tit-for-tat engagements throughout Europe, including a number of 

incidents with U.S. military aircraft and ships that American officials have 

categorized as “unsafe” or “unprofessional.” Since January 2017, many these 

interactions have occurred in and around the Baltic Sea. In one particularly notable 

instance, a Russian Su-27 Flanker fighter jet photo bombed a massive formation of 

NATO aircraft that the alliance had put together for members of the press as part of 

the annual Baltic Operations maritime exercise, or BALTOPS. 

 

It’s not hard to imagine a similar interaction over the Black Sea, especially after 

Tillerson’s comments and the remarks at the start of Sea Breeze 2017. It wouldn’t be 

the first time either that there have been tensions surrounding the exercise or 

American activities in the region, either. In April 2014, a Russian Su-24 attack 

aircraft buzzed the Arleigh Burke-class USS Donald Cook in the Black Sea. Five 

months later, another one of the planes made similar passes near the Canadian 

Halifax-class frigate HMCS Toronto as it made its way to Odessa for the start of Sea 

Breeze 2014. Another naval incident occurred in the Eastern Mediterranean Sea in 

June 2016, when the Russian Navy claimed an American destroyer, USS Gravely, cut 

off on of their frigates in international waters. 

 
U.S. relations with Russia are especially cool for other reasons, including the Kremlin's 

continued support for Syrian dictator Bashar Al Assad. American personnel in Syria, 

ostensibly fighting ISIS terrorists, have come into increasingly dangerous contact with 

forces loyal to the regime in Damascus. Assad himself enjoys the protection of Russian 

forces in his country, who effectively shield him from punitive attacks. The United States 

also accuse authorities in Moscow of having sought to influence and possibly sway the 

outcome of the 2016 U.S. presidential election. 
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Whatever happens, the U.S. Navy’s deployment of both Carney and Hue City clearly 

underscores America’s commitment both to its European allies and partners in 

general and to Ukraine in particular. 

 

Source: www.thedrive.com, 11 July 2017 
 
 

 

Comparison: Chinese Navy far more powerful than Indian maritime force 

 

As border tensions between both India and China escalate, the world is watching and 

assessing the military strengths of the two countries. As far as maritime forces are 

concerned, China stands far more powerful and superior to India with regard to 

technological advantage and with its strength in numbers. China's Peoples Liberation 

Army-Navy (PLA-N) has four times the amount of major surface combatants than 

India does. That alone could prove worrisome for New Delhi if it ever decides to 

engage in the Indian Ocean. While India has only 11 destroyers, China has 26. These 

destroyers are important warships that possess powerful radars and come handy in 

land attack, missile defence, and surface and anti-submarine warfare. While India 

only has 14 Frigates, which are small ships not as powerful as the destroyers but still 

can engage in combat, China has 52 of them. 

 

Even lighter and less hostile in operations are the missile boats and corvettes yet 

India stands outgunned in even that department. While China has 106 missiles and 

boats, India's number stands at a comparatively low 25, almost one-fourth of the 

Chinese strength. The PLA-N is currently focusing on its navy in areas where it has 

hostile relations with several other countries such as the USA, Philippines and Japan 

with regard to the South and East China Sea. However, China is flexing its muscles 

and increasing its strength in the Indian Ocean in order to contain India. 

 

Source: www.samaa.tv, 07 July 2017 
 
 

 

The U.S. Navy's 'Big Guns' Can Do Some Serious Damage (And the Range 

Could Soon Triple) 
 

-Kris Osborn 

 

The initiative to develop longer range precision weapons is entirely consistent with the 

Navy’s often discussed “distributed lethality” strategy. The idea is to not only better arm 

the fleet with more lethal and effective offensive and defensive weapons but also enable 

the fleet to better “distribute” its forces across wider swaths of geography, Navy 
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leaders explain. The Navy is seeking longer-range precision weapons for its deck-

mounted “5-inch” guns to better destroy enemy targets, defend maritime forces on 

the move in combat and support amphibious operations. Every Navy Cruiser and 

Destroyer has, for decades, been armed with “5-inch” guns to attack land and sea 

targets from the deck of a ship. In existence since the 70s, the weapon can be used to 

attack enemy targets or lay down suppressive fire so that maritime forces can better 

maneuver or reposition while in battle. 

 

However, the 5-inch guns, called Mk 45, have a maximum effective range of up to 13 

or 15 miles, and the current rounds lack precision so many rounds need to be fired in 

order to ensure that targets are destroyed. Several industry developers are 

manufacturing and testing new ammunition for the Mk 45 able to more than triple 

its range and add precision targeting technology. Navy weapons developers tell Scout 

Warrior they are still analyzing various industry responses to a Request for 

Information on the 5-inch gun precision round technology. One of the industry 

technologies now being considered by the Navy is the "Vulcano" round from BAE 

Systems and Leonardo. Vulcano is part of a new family of ammunition engineered 

with GPS precision guidance inertial measurement unit technology, said John Perri, 

Business Development Director, Advanced Weapons, BAE Systems. "Vulcano can use 

semi-active laser technology where a UAV (drone) or forward observer designate a 

target. As the munition approaches the target, it picks up on the reflected laser 

energy which guides it to impact," Perri said in an interview with Scout Warrior. 

 

The technology of the round is advancing along a particular developmental trajectory, 

beginning with GPS guidance before expanding to include an infrared terminal seeker 

able to detect the heat signature emanating from a target. The weapon also uses a 

programmable fuse which can be set prior to launch. "When you can hit a target with 

fewer rounds more accurately, you do not have as much collateral damage and you can 

stay on the gun fire line to address targets for a longer duration before the ship has to go 

replenish. This benefits the logistics burden put on the fleet," Perri added. 

 

Their are a number of other tactical combat advantages offered by using the Vulcano, 

such at being able to pinpoint land or maritime targets from a much safer stand-off 

distance. Vulcano is being considered by the US military while also being qualified 

and developed by the Italian military. The initiative to develop longer range precision 

weapons is entirely consistent with the Navy’s often discussed “distributed lethality” 

strategy. The idea is to not only better arm the fleet with more lethal and effective 

offensive and defensive weapons but also enable the fleet to better “distribute” its 
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forces across wider swaths of geography, Navy leaders explain. The prospect of 

dispersing and aggregating forces will allow the fleet to better confuse potential 

adversaries and make it more difficult for enemy precision weaponry to pinpoint and 

attack U.S. Navy ships, Navy weapons developers have explained. 

 

The BAE-Leonardo Vulcano round can also be fired from the new Advanced Gun 

System on the Navy's USS Zumwalt stealthy destroyer; BAE's Advanced Gun System 

can fire a munition called the Long-Range Land Attack Projectile able to strike target 

at ranges out to 64 nautical miles. Vulcano is built as both a 155m round and a 5-inch 

round for the Mk 45. As a result, the Vulcano round can also fire from US Army 155m 

artillery weapons such as an M777 and M109 Paladin. The Vulcano is designed to be 

valuable for amphibious Marine Corps forces in need of fire support while 

approaching shore The Marine Corps has been pursuing a precision round able to 

support amphibious operations. This will enable approaching amphibious forces to 

attack and pinpoint land targets well in advance of coming ashore. The Navy is also 

analyzing a Raytheon-engineered Excalibur N5 variant designed to achieve several of 

the same objectives as the Volcano round such as increased precision and longer 

range. When it comes to maritime targets, however, the Navy might be interested in 

what is called “millimeter wave” seeker technology, weapons developers have 

explained. This guidance technology is able to help the weapon guide its way to a 

target in bad weather or conditions where a target could be obscured by various 

conditions such as rough seas. 

 

Source: nationalinterest.org, 10 July 2017 
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Shipping ministry opposes stake sale in SCI, Kamarajar Port 
 
 

 

New Delhi: The shipping ministry has strongly opposed strategic sale in Shipping 

Corporation of India (SCI) and some ports under its watch, joining a number of other 

ministries that are not keen on selling state-run enterprises that they govern. This 

follows the government’s recent ‘in-principle’ approval for stake sale in Air India.The 

shipping ministry has raised objections to privatise Shipping Corporation and some 

government-owned ports, including Tamil Nadu-based Kamarajar Port. 
 

Some other ministries that had earlier opposed divestment plans include the health 

ministry and the heavy industries ministry but the government’s premier think tank, 

NITI Aayog, overlooked their opposition and recommended privatisation in some 

cases. 
 

Source: maiia.in, 03 July 2017 
 
 

 

China plans to launch cargo service to Pakistan through PoK 

 

China is planning to launch a road and rail freight service to Pakistan through the 

Pakistan-occupied Kashmir, a move which could raise concerns in India. The new line 
 
will start from Lanzhou, capital of northwestern China’s Gansu Province, travelling 
 
through Kashgar in Xinjiang Uygur Autonomous Region to the Gwadar Port of 

Pakistan, Xu Chunhua, director of Lanzhou International Trade and Logistic Park, 

was quoted as saying by state-run Xinhua news agency. 

 

However, it has not been specified when the service will be launched. In May last 

year, a rail and road cargo service opened between Lanzhou and Kathmandu. Xu said 

the cargo service has been welcomed by south Asian countries. 

 

In 2016, bilateral trade between China and Nepal was over 3 billion yuan (about USD 

440 million), and the volume is forecast to hit 10 billion yuan this year. Last November, 

China launched the first trade convoy carrying Chinese goods for export through the 

western route of the USD 50 billion China-Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC) being 

laid through Pakistan-occupied Kashmir and shipped it through Gwadar port. 
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The CPEC plan included a train service connecting both the countries in addition to 

the road connectivity. The goods were brought by train till Xinjiang and then taken 

by trucks through the Karakoram mountains. The goods will be exported to countries 

in the Middle East and Africa. 

 

India has objected to the USD 46 billion China-Pakistan Economic Corridor, (CPEC) 

which is part of the Silk Road. Pakistan’s Gwadar forms the southern Pakistan hub of 

a USD 57 billion China-Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC) of infrastructure and 

energy projects Beijing announced in 2014. 

 

Last year, Pakistan welcomed the first large shipment of Chinese goods at Gwadar, 

where the China Overseas Port Holding Company took over operations in 2013. It 

plans to eventually handle 300 million to 400 million tonnes of cargo a year. The 

route through Gwadar offers China its shortest path to the oil-rich Middle East, 

Africa, and most of the Western hemisphere, besides promising to open up remote, 

landlocked Xinjiang. 

 

Source: indianexpress.com, 06 July 2017 
 
 

 

India scaling new heights in ties with ASEAN: Government 

 

India was scaling “new heights” in its ties with ASEAN countries and was set for a 

“defining partnership” with the south-east Asian multi-nation group, a senior MEA 

official said today. India’s trade with the ASEAN countries increased by USD 5 billion 

to USD 70 billion in the last one year, Preeti Saran, Secretary (East), Ministry of 

External Affairs, said in her keynote address to a session of Delhi Dialogue IX — an 

annual conference of Indian and south-east Asian political and business leaders, 

academics and others. The country was “expeditiously” implementing connectivity 

projects in the region, especially the India-Myanmar-Thailand Trilateral Highway, 

she added. “After almost two years of slow growth, ASEAN-India trade is now back 

on track. India’s trade with the ASEAN countries increased to USD 70 billion in 

2016-17 from USD 65 billion in 2015-16. Our exports to these countries increased to 

USD 30 billion in 2016-17 from USD 25 billion in 2015-16,” she said. She asserted 

that India’s linkages with ASEAN countries spread “not through conquests”, but 

essentially through “non- political agents” such as merchants and religious leaders. 

“Our efforts are to make the India-ASEAN partnership scale new heights and make it 

a defining one of our times. I would say that the theme of Delhi Dialogue IX — India 
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and the ASEAN – Charting the Course for the Next 25 years — aptly summarises our 

endeavours in this regard,” said Saran. 

 

The event coincides with the 25th year of India’s ties with the Association of South-

East Asian Nations, a regional grouping comprising 10 south-east Asian countries, 

which promotes inter-governmental cooperation and facilitates economic, political, 

military, educational and cultural integration among its members and other Asian 

nations. Saran also talked about some ongoing projects. 

 

Once completed, the Trilateral Highway project would provide a seamless 

connectivity from Moreh in Manipur to Mae Sot in Thailand via Myanmar, she said, 

adding that extending the highway to Cambodia, Laos and Vietnam was being 

considered. Work is in progress on the Kaladan Multimodal Transport project for a 

road and riverine link between Myanmar and Mizoram and which would connect 

Indian ports to the Sittwe port in Myanmar. “Discussions on an India-Myanmar-

Thailand motor vehicles agreement are underway. A task force for maritime 

connectivity and ASEAN-India working groups on regional air services and shipping 

arrangements have also been set up,” she added. 

 

India had also put forward specific proposals regarding the installation of a regional 

high-capacity fibre-optic network, supplemented by national rural broadband networks 

and digital villages in remote areas, said Saran. As part of the silver jubilee 

commemorative activities of the ASEAN-India dialogue partnership, the country would 

be organising a CEOs’ forum and an ASEAN-India business summit, in addition to other 

trade promotion events, she said. A regional ‘Pravasi Bhartiya Diwas’ with the Indian 

diaspora in the ASEAN countries would be organised later this year. 

 

Source:www.arunachaltimes.in, 06 July 2017 
 
 
 
 

Hamad Port opens five new service lines to consolidate trade ties 
 
 

 

The Peninsula 

 

As part of its efforts to ensure continuous flow of supplies and meet the needs of local 

market in light of the recent measures taken against the state, Qatar Ports Management 

Company-Mwani Qatar in cooperation with its partners has inaugurated 
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five new direct service lines between Hamad port and a number of ports in the region 

and beyond in less than 20 days. The launch of the new lines comes within the 

framework of the directives of the Ministry of Transport and Communications in order 

to ensure the vessel movement, shipping operation and maritime navigation are not 

affected by these measures. The first direct service between Hamad Port and Sohar Port 

in Oman was inaugurated on June 11, 2017. Hansa Neuburg, which is operating under 

Milaha’s DMJ service, was the first ship to call the port under this new service with 1,696 

TEUs, including 133 cold storage reefers that contain food supplies. 

 

On June 23, another new line linking Hamad Port directly to Salalah Port was 

launched with the arrival of the container ship Paul Abrao to the port with a range of 

various goods and building materials onboard. 

 

On the same day, the ship Hansa Magdeburg arrived from India's Nhava Sheva port in a 

new shipping line connects Hamad port with both of India’s Mundra port and Nhava 

Sheva port. Mediterranean Shipping Company (MSC) on June 28, inaugurated its 

maiden voyage between Hamad Port and Salalah Port and MSC KERRY was the first 

vessel to call the port under the new service with more than 660 containers onboard. The 

international shipping company, Maersk, started its first direct service between Hamad 

Port and Salalah Port on June 30. The ship Jack London was the first ship to be 

welcomed under the new service. Green Guatemala, which is the first vessel to dock at 

Hamad Port under the new service between Hamad Port and Turkish ports, has sailed 

from Izmir Port and called at Hamad Port on July 2 carrying more than 3,000 tonnes of 

various foodstuffs. "The launch of these new maritime lines emphasize the high 

reliability of the Qatari economy and its ability to adapt to regional and global changes 

and will contribute to provide fast and secure solutions to importers and exporters," 

Captain Abdul Aziz Al Yafei, Director of Hamad Port commented. "We are assured that 

these new lines will consolidate trade ties between State of Qatar and the world, as well 

as promoting trade exchange and support Qatar National Vision 2030," he added. 

"Mwani Qatar is committed to play a vital role in stabilising domestic market by 

managing Qatar’s ports and providing a stable platform for supply-chain for Qatar’s 

economy in cooperation with its partners and stakeholders," Al Yafei stressed. 

 

Hamad Port is Qatar's main gateway to world trade and is the largest of its kind in 

the Middle East. It can receive all types of ships and vessels of all sizes and weights. 

Hamad Port is also one of the most important portals which played a prominent role 

in breaking the blockade imposed by some neighboring countries on Qatar recently. 
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Source: www.thepeninsulaqatar.com, 09 July 2017 
 
 

 

Implementing SDG 14: Takeaways from the Ocean Conference 
 

-Kapil Narula 

 

The high-level United Nations (UN) conference to support the implementation of 

Sustainable Development Goal 14 (SDG 14) was held at UN Headquarters, New York 

from 5 to 9 June 2017. The event was specially convened to build international 

momentum for the implementation of SDG 14 and coincided with the World Oceans 

Day, celebrated every year on 08 June. 

 

In a landmark agreement in September 2015, all 193 member countries of the United 

Nations adopted the document titled ‘Transforming our World: 2030 Agenda for 

Sustainable Development’, with an aim to eradicate poverty and achieve sustainable 

development by 2030. As a part of the 2030 Agenda, 17 SDGs which were universal, 

inclusive and indivisible were adopted. SDG 14 was dedicated to oceans and aims to 

‘Conserve and sustainably use the oceans, seas and marine resources for sustainable 

development’. SDG 14 has 10 targets dealing with marine pollution; marine 

ecosystems; ocean acidification; overfishing and illegal, unreported and unregulated 

(IUU) fishing; marine conservation and eliminating harmful fisheries subsidies, 

amongst others. 

 

Although oceans are essential to support life on earth, SDG 14 is relatively lower on 

priority for many developing and under developed countries which face compelling 

challenges such as eliminating poverty and hunger, providing education, clean water and 

sanitation for their citizens. The Ocean Conference was organized in order to focus on 

the centrality of the oceans for life on earth and to highlight the importance of SDG 14 in 

sustainable development. The aim of the event was to identify ways and means to 

support the implementation of SDG 14 amongst all member countries; to build on 

existing successful partnerships as well as to stimulate innovative and concrete new 

partnerships; involve all relevant stakeholders; share experiences gained in the 

implementation of SDG 14; and to provide an input to the High-Level Political Forum on 

Sustainable Development (HLPF) which is scheduled to be held in July 2017. 

 

The Oceans Conference attracted approximately 4,000 delegates including 16 heads of 

State and a large number of stakeholders. It also succeeded in building momentum 

towards action on SDG 14. Discussions were held on a wide variety of issues such as 

Marine Protected Areas (MPAs), IUU fishing, Blue Economy, international legally 
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binding agreement on marine Biodiversity Beyond National Jurisdiction (BBNJ), 

plastics and ocean pollution, climate change and its impact on oceans, small scale 

and artisanal fisheries etc. thereby effectively mainstreaming maritime issues at the 

UN in a coherent and single voice. 

 

The Ocean Conference produced three key outcomes. The first was an 

intergovernmentally agreed declaration in the form of a document titled ‘Our Ocean, 

Our Future: Call for Action’. This declaration reconfirms the commitment of UN 

Member States for the implementation of SDG 14 and calls on all stakeholders to 

strengthen cooperation and coordination among institutions at all levels. 

Participants also agreed to promote effective and transparent multi-stakeholder 

partnerships and to mobilize resources for collection and sharing of data and 

knowledge. While the document does not make any new commitments, it reinforces 

the support of various actors to cooperatively seek solutions for meeting the 

challenges in implementing SDG 14. 

 

The second outcome was the large number of voluntary commitments by governments 

and other stakeholders for implementing SDG 14. These initiatives were pledged by 

various actors - individually or in partnership – and would contribute to the 

implementation of SDG 14. These actions include up scaling of existing successful 

efforts, introducing new initiatives as well as financing and capacity building efforts. Out 

of a total of 1328 commitments, 615 were made by the national governments, 112 by UN 

entities, 58 by intergovernmental organizations, 277 by NGOs, 84 by civil society 

organizations, and remaining by scientific communities, private sector and academic 

institutions on various oceans related aspects. 

 

India registered 17 commitments including mapping of potential fishing zones for 

sustainable fisheries and supporting artisanal fishing; designating Marine Protected 

Areas (MPAs) and reduction of plastic pollution. Laying emphasis on ocean 

observation systems it committed to developing the Indian Tsunami Early Warning 

System (ITEWS) and a Regional Integrated Multi-Hazard Early Warning Systems 

(RIMES) apart from using technology for monitoring the health of coastal seas and 

deploying dedicated space technologies and assets for ocean applications and its 

continued support to research in the Arctic Ocean. It also registered its commitment 

towards developing ‘green ports’ and coastal community development as a part of 

Project Sagaramala. 
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The third outcome was the conduct of partnership dialogues which were successful in 

facilitating sharing of experiences and knowledge between the participants. Seven 

partnership dialogues were held viz. addressing marine pollution; managing, 

protecting, conserving and restoring marine and coastal ecosystems; minimizing and 

addressing ocean acidification; making fisheries sustainable; increasing economic 

benefits to Small Island Developing States (SIDS) and Least Developed Countries 

(LDCs) and providing access for small-scale artisanal fishers to marine resources and 

markets; increasing scientific knowledge and developing research capacity and 

transfer of marine technology; and enhancing the conservation and sustainable use 

of oceans and their resources by implementing international law, as reflected in the 

United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS). These issues were 

discussed in the background of the concept papers presented in the event on the 

subject. 

 

While the Ocean Conference succeeded in its aim of bringing the oceans for 

discussions at the high table, it may however be argued that little was achieved in 

terms of concrete action. Apart from the formal issue of statement and expression of 

solidarity and support by all stakeholders, there was little progress in terms of 

verifiable actions. The commitments made by various actors are also voluntary in 

nature and are an expression of interest with no quantifiable aspect in terms of 

committing financial resources, time for completion of activity and have a minimal 

measurable aspect, if any. Without inbuilt aspects of monitoring, reporting and 

verification (MRV) such voluntary commitments have been observed to disappear off 

the radar once the spotlight from the event fades away. To sum up, the event did 

bring a spotlight on the need for action on implementing SDG 14 and suggested a 

way ahead, but various cooperative arrangements and commitments need to be 

implemented so that the call for action materializes into actual action. 

 

With an EEZ of more than 2.3 million square kms, India has vast interests in the 

maritime domain. As an emerging economy which is committed to sustainable 

development for the well-being of its people, India needs to increase its presence and 

visibility at international events. Such an opportunity was effectively lost with no 

major interventions or proposed partnerships statements from the Indian contingent 

except a statement presented on the behalf of the Minister of State for External 

Affairs of India, M.J. Akbar. 

 

Source: maritimeindia.org, 10 July 2017 
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Shipping & Maritime Transport Driving Ireland’s Blue Growth 

 

Ireland’s marine economy is outperforming Ireland’s general economy according to 

the latest Ocean Economy Report by the Socio-Economic Marine Research Unit 

(SEMRU) of NUI Galway, with shipping and maritime transport playing a key role in 

driving growth. The report was launched by Michael Creed TD, Minister for 

Agriculture, Food and the Marine at the Our Ocean Wealth Summit event as part of 

SeaFest in NUI Galway in recent days. 

 

In 2016, Ireland’s marine economy had a turnover of €5.7 billion, 37% of which is 
attributable to the shipping and maritime transport sector. The direct economic 

value of Ireland’s marine economy was €1.8 billion in 2016, or approximately 0.9% 
of gross domestic product (GDP), which represents an increase of 20% on 2014. The 

industry employs over 30,000 full-time equivalent individuals (FTEs). Of the 

established marine industries, the shipping and transport sector was the largest 

contributor in terms of turnover in 2016 and is responsible for the FTE employment 

of 4,666 people, an increase of 6.7% since 2014. Sea-based transport accounted for 

85% of the total volume and 56% of the total value of goods traded in Ireland in 2016 

and continues to be the largest contributor to Ireland’s ocean economy in terms of 

turnover and Gross Value Added (GVA). This positive trend is also reflected in a 

report released earlier this year by the Irish Maritime Development Office (IMDO), 

the Irish Maritime Transport Economist, which records a 2% increase in total port 

traffic in 2016, the highest level of throughput achieved since 2007. 

 

Speaking after the launch of Ireland’s Ocean Economy Report, Liam Lacey, Director, 

IMDO said; “Ireland has very ambitious targets set out in the Government’s 

integrated marine plan for Ireland, Harnessing Our Ocean Wealth, which aims to 

increase the value of Ireland’s marine economy to 2.4% of GDP by 2030. The latest 

report published by SEMRU shows that we are well on course to achieve this, with 

our shipping and maritime transport sector contributing enormously to the growth 

and potential of our marine economy. As an island nation, we are heavily dependent 

on sea-based transport to link Ireland to world markets and I am delighted to see 

further positive indicators of the potential of this sector to contribute to wider 

economic growth in Ireland, and also its resilience in what was a very challenging 

year for business.” 
 
Source: www.hellenicshippingnews.com, 08 July 2017 
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MARINE ENVIRONMENT 
 
 
 
 

 

Underwater Noise Pollution Is on the Rise and Its Effects Have Been 

Deadly 
 

- Scharada Dubey 

 

Marine mammals have been studied by scientists in more detail than many fish 

found deeper in the ocean, and their acoustic behaviour has been a source of much 

fascination. Sixteen whale carcasses washed up on India’s Konkan coast in 2015, 

followed by 20 in 2016. A 37-foot whale washed up dead on Mumbai’s Juhu beach in 

January 2016, drawing huge crowds. Its bones are set to be displayed later at the 

Marine Biodiversity Centre in Navi Mumbai. In the same month, over 120 short-

finned pilot whales washed ashore in Thoothukudi, Tamil Nadu, and local fishermen 

worked to rescue as many as they could by towing them back into the water. 

Scientists from the Central Marine Fisheries Institute (CMFI) noticed injuries on the 

whales and assessed them to have been in a state of shock. 

 

This is more than has been seen in the entire previous decade. Besides, scientists 

from the CMFI and the international community have reported sightings of whales in 

much shallower waters closer to the shoreline than their customary habitat in the 

open sea. Stranded whales that lie gasping for breath on beaches or whale carcasses 

that wash up in numbers on shores bring home to us in very dramatic fashion that all 

is not well under the water. It is not their mortality but the scale and spectacle of 

such events that makes them uncommon and alerts us to the causes that could have 

led to them. The degradation of marine habitats due to destruction of underwater 

food sources and to invasive amounts of plastic waste has been discussed for many 

years now but what has received lesser attention is the effect of anthropogenic sound 

on the lives of marine mammals. 

 

While a vast number of vertebrate and invertebrate forms of marine life, that includes 

fish, insects, molluscs and crustaceans are found in oceans, marine mammal species is a 

much smaller sub sect of approximately 129 species. They include dolphins, seals, 

whales, manatees, walruses and polar bears. Even these are not a distinct biological 

grouping. Cetaceans, comprising odontocetes (toothed whales) and mysticetes (baleen 

whales) are fully aquatic. Pinnipeds like seals and walruses are semi-aquatic, spending 

long periods of time in the water, but coming ashore to mate, moult and rear their 
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young. A third category, like otters and polar bears, spends longer on land than in the 

water. Although they are few, marine mammal species have been studied by 

scientists in more detail than many fish found deeper in the ocean. And the acoustic 

behaviour of these mammals has been a source of much fascination. 

 

A world of sounds 
 
 

Songs of the Humpback Whale, a 35-minute long recording of the vocalisations of these 

whales, was released in 1970 and went on to sell over 30 million copies. Roger Payne, an 

American biologist, environmentalist and bioacoustician, had heard about incidental 

whale recordings in 1966. He had recorded the “eerie underwater moaning and wailing 

sounds” using a secret hydrophone off the coast of Bermuda and subsequently produced 

the album with his wife, Katharine Payne. He claimed that they were a life-changing 

experience. They captured the imagination of millions of human listeners, who 

understood for the first time how important sound was as a means of communication in 

marine species that had been imagined to be silent until then. 

 

As it happens, sound has an entirely different dimension underwater than it does 

through the air, and this has been of interest to scientists who have been studying the 

effects of anthropogenic sounds on marine mammals. In a landmark study published in 

June 2007, Douglas Nowacek, Lesley Thorne, David Johnston and Peter Tyack wrote, 

Among marine mammals, the cetaceans (whales and dolphins) utilise a wide band of 

acoustic frequencies. The massive blue whale Balaenoptera musculus produces low-

frequency sounds down to ~15 Hz, and on the other end of the spectrum several species 

of porpoises (e.g. harbour porpoises – Phocoena phocoena) emit echolocation signals at 

120–150 kHz. This broad range of frequencies intersects with many of the sounds 

humans introduce into the water, including ship noise, sonars of various types and 

seismic exploration signals. Some sounds produced by humans are well above the range 

used by marine mammals, e.g. high frequency echo sounders. 
 
… In the ocean, acoustic energy propagates efficiently, travelling fast and potentially 

over great distances. Sound travels almost five times faster through sea water than 

through air, and low frequencies can travel hundreds of kilometres with little loss in 

energy (Urick, 1983). Sound propagation can be affected by many factors… So, the 
sound arriving at an animal is subject to propagation conditions that can be quite 

complex, which can in turn significantly affect the characteristics of arriving sound 

energy. (Emphasis added.) 
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The structure of the ear in marine mammals is similar in several respects to land-

dwelling mammals. However, there is a significant difference in how they receive 

sound. Pinnipeds like seals, walruses and polar bears have ears that are amphibious: 

they work equally efficiently in land and water. Compared to these, cetaceans that 

are fully aquatic – like whales – hear very well under the water but poorly over it. 

Both land-based and marine mammals have an outer ear and an inner ear, vocal 

cords, lungs and a larynx, the way they generate sounds and the acoustic range of 

such sounds varies greatly between the species. In addition to this, the hearing range 

of marine mammals is far greater than their vocalisation range. This is because they 

have to be vigilant about a much bigger variety of sounds from possible predators, 

even if the sounds they make to communicate with their fellow creatures are limited 

to a narrower span. 

 

Sound plays such a vital role for marine mammals because it covers a range of 

functions essential for their survival. They use it in foraging for food, navigation by 

echolocation, communicating through clicks, whistles, moans and wails, and during 

breeding in calling for mates through recognisable sounds (like the songs of the 

humpback whales). 

 

Minimising human interference 
 
 

When human-made sounds interfere with marine mammals’ biosonar sounds, it’s 

called masking. Mothers and calves in the ocean often communicate through 

whistles, while clicks are two-way acoustic signals that are used as echolocation to 

detect prey or to escape predators. When anthropogenic sounds increase, they mask 

important biosonar signals. Fuether, higher levels of ambient noise can cause 

cetaceans to migrate away from their customary routes, with attendant problems of 

stress and deprivation from normal food sources. Even higher levels of sound can 

produce serious health problems for sound-dependent mammals, including internal 

bleeding and haemorrhaging. As a result, increased levels of anthropogenic sounds 

are of particular concern for marine researchers and conservationists. 

 

Among the various sources of sound, naval sonar has been identified as having 

contributed to a bulk of marine mammal stranding. Naval sonars are spread over low, 

mid and high-frequency bands that directly fall in the hearing frequency range of 

multiple marine species. Such transmissions, within close range of these mammals, can 

cause them to become disoriented or suffer internal bleeding, and they could 

subsequently become stranded at nearby shores. Another major source of undersea 
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sound is the oil and gas industry, which uses compressed air for seismic surveys and 

to identify undersea reserves. These surveys have been recorded as major source of 

noise pollution, leading to temporary or permanent migrations of species. The 

shipping industry also generates ubiquitous low-frequency noise in the ocean, 

reported to have been growing at three decibel per decade since the pre-industrial 

era due to increased marine traffic. 

 

Closer home, the Indian Ocean region is emerging as an important area for the study 

of the effects of such anthropogenic sound and ways to contain their impacts. Arnab 

Das, a former commander in the Indian Navy and currently the director of the 

maritime research centre at the Indian Maritime Foundation, Pune, has articulated 

the need for an ‘underwater domain awareness’ (UDA). Das was a sonar engineer in 

the Navy who became interested in the subject of undersea sound and its effect on 

marine mammals when working on his PhD. He has said, “The acoustic habitat 

degradation is a complex issue specifically for formalizing a regulatory framework 

and requires significant Underwater Domain Awareness (UDA). UDA at its heart 

mandates high levels of acoustic capacity to monitor every situation in the undersea 

domain. It is our ability to know what is happening in the undersea realm of our 

maritime space for monitoring and initiating appropriate action.” 

 

UDA has to be developed with the involvement and efforts of all the stakeholders 

involved: “the national security apparatus that takes care of maritime security and 

defence, the blue economy components of the maritime industry engaged in deriving 

wealth from the blue seas, the environmental regulators and disaster management 

authorities responsible for conservation and safety from the seas and the last one being 

science and technology providers that will aid in improving our access to the deep 

oceans.” Although the Indian Ocean Region (IOR) has attained strategic significance in 

the 21st century, this has also meant vulnerability from the seas and severe 

environmental degradation, with the blue economic thrust also likely to translate to far 

more degradation of the ocean environment. Das is sure that “India in its aspiration to be 

a global power cannot continue to ignore its maritime potential. Sustainable growth with 

a safe and secure maritime environment is possible only with effective UDA.” “There is 

no reason to think that threats due to anthropogenic noise do not occur in the Indian 

Ocean,” Divya Panicker, a doctoral student studying marine mammal populations in 

southwest Indian waters at the University of Washington, Seattle, told The Wire. “Firstly, 

it is critical for us to understand the soundscape in India waters and what this means to 

marine mammals here. This knowledge is vital to design appropriate mitigation 

strategies. So we need to focus on developing rigorous 
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scientific research in the area. A collaborative effort between scientists, governments 

and industry is absolutely essential and can go a long way in minimising disturbance 

in some situations. For example, in cases where sounds cannot be completely 

removed, agencies have modified the sound so that frequencies or amplitudes are 

different from that used by the animals, or before conducting operations, the area is 

checked for marine mammal presence.” 

 

Conservationists who have long worked with species on land are also lending their 

voice to the need to increase our knowledge of habitat degradation in the ocean. 

Vivek Menon, the executive director of the Wildlife Trust of India, wrote in the 

August 2016 issue of Sanctuary Asia, “The most important thing I learned … was not 
that there was a problem. That was shocking, true. But the most important thing is 

that there is a solution. Noise-quietening devices are common among advanced 

nations. The US Navy funds the maximum research on this and other ocean noise 

related issues. Our navy and petroleum companies could use these devices, most 

certainly at a cost, to greatly reduce ocean noise.” 

 

Source: thewire.in, 06 July 2017 
 
 

 

We must act fast to stop the Arctic getting even smaller 
 

- Ranulph Fiennes 

 

By March this year, the Arctic had shrunk to the smallest size ever recorded but we have 

an opportunity to reverse these trends when the Marine Environment Protection 

Committee of the International Maritime Organization meets this week, says Ranulph 

Fiennes. Thirty-five years ago, as part of a global expedition, Charles Burton and I 

travelled across the Arctic Ocean via the North Pole, camping for three months on a fast-

moving ice floe. It was, for us, a journey that defined our lives, and formed one leg of an 

enduring world record. But another record, this one far less stable, belongs to the Arctic 

ice itself: by March of this year, it had shrunk to the smallest size ever recorded. 

 

The extent of floating ice in the Arctic hit a new low for winter — 14.42m sq km. That’s 

about 97,000 sq km below 2015’s record.The disappearance of polar ice is driven by the 

use of fossil fuels, which not only underpins global warming, but also has a more 

immediate effect, owing to widespread reliance on heavy fuel oil (HFO) to power ships. 

 

HFO is cheap and abundant, but it is also toxic and dirty. When ships navigate the 

Arctic, pollutants such as sulphur oxide and black carbon are deposited onto the ice 
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and snow. The pollutant accumulation accelerates snowmelt, which warms ocean 

waters and, in turn, creates a self-reinforcing cycle of more melting. The world has an 

opportunity to reverse these trends this week, when the Marine Environment 

Protection Committee of the International Maritime Organization (IMO) meets in 

London. 

 

At that meeting, Canada, along with a number of Arctic and non-Arctic member states, 

will propose a strategy for limiting the use and transport of HFO by ships in the Arctic. It 

is imperative that every state in attendance supports this crucial measure to protect the 

fragile and fast-vanishing Arctic ecosystem. HFO has been the “king of marine fuels” 

since the 1960s, but only in recent years has it come under more scrutiny. 

 

In August 2011, it was banned from use by ships entering Antarctic waters, but Arctic 

states have been slower to move. In 2015, HFO accounted for nearly 60% of the marine 

fuel consumed by ships operating in the Arctic. Economic considerations drive HFO’s 

popularity, but it is now widely understood that its environmental and human costs 

outweigh the benefits. When HFO is spilled in icy waters, it breaks down slowly and can 

devastate ecosystems and the livelihoods of those who depend on them. HFO is also a 

significant source of air pollution. The climate warming effects of black carbon, for 

example, are up to five times worse in the Arctic than they are at lower latitudes. 

 

Alternative shipping fuels exist. Marine diesel oil and liquefied natural gas, for 

example, are cost-effective and cleaner than HFO. What is needed is the political will 

to enforce a transition to less-polluting options. For now, only limited HFO bans 

have been enacted, such as those enforced in the Southern Ocean and the waters 

around the Norwegian archipelago of Svalbard. As Arctic ice recedes, new shipping 

lanes will open to larger vessels, bearing the flags of a larger number of states, 

making HFO regulations even more important. The Arctic Council warned more 

shipping traffic will increase the risk of catastrophic oil spills. Some countries are 

already taking action. In 2016, the US and Canada announced a “phase down” in the 

use of HFO in vessels operating in the Arctic. 

 

Many other countries quietly support this work. But passive support is not enough. 

Now that the IMO meeting is taking place, more countries must step forward and 

add their voice to the growing number of states calling for an HFO ban in the Arctic. 

The European Parliament, for its part, has already broadly supported such a move. 
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Momentum toward an HFO phase-out in the Arctic is building. The Danish Shipowners’ 

Association and the Arctic expedition cruise operator Hurtigruten are just two of the 

players calling for tighter regulations or an outright ban. Other shipping companies have 

highlighted the need for regulations to maintain a level playing field. 

 

In January 2017, Hurtigruten joined the Clean Arctic Alliance to launch the Arctic 

Commitment. The initiative brings together shipping operators, polar explorers, 

NGOs, communities, and businesses to back an HFO phase-out, ahead of any 

increase in Arctic shipping, while urging the broader shipping industry to switch to 

alternative fuels. At this month’s Marine Environment Protection Committee 

meeting, IMO member states must build on the progress already made by supporting 

the HFO phase-out proposed by Canada. In particular, they must commit to 

enforcement of any resulting IMO measures, and to ensuring that the use of HFO is 

eventually banned from Arctic waters. We have time to append the record books on 

Arctic ice, but we must act fast. 

 

Source: www.irishexaminer.com, 06 July 2017 
 
 
 
 

Ban heavy fuel oil in the Arctic 
 
 
 
 

- Ranulph Fiennes 
 
 

Thirty-five years ago, as part of a global expedition, Charles Burton and I traveled 

across the Arctic Ocean via the North Pole, camping for three months on a fast-

moving ice floe. It was, for us, a journey that defined our lives, and formed one leg of 

an enduring world record. But another record, one far less stable, belongs to the 

Arctic ice itself: By March of this year, it had shrunk to the smallest size ever 

recorded. The disappearance of polar ice is driven by the use of fossil fuels, which not 

only underpins global warming, but also has a more immediate effect, owing to 

widespread reliance on heavy fuel oil (HFO) to power ships. HFO is cheap and 

abundant, but it is also toxic and dirty. When ships navigate the Arctic, pollutants 

like sulphur oxide and black carbon are deposited onto the ice and snow. The 

pollutant accumulation accelerates snow melt, which warms ocean waters and, in 

turn, creates a self-reinforcing cycle of more melting. 
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The world has an opportunity to reverse these trends this week, when the Marine 

Environment Protection Committee of the International Maritime Organization 

(IMO) meets in London. At that meeting, Canada, along with a number of Arctic and 

non-Arctic member-states, will propose a strategy for limiting the use and transport 

of HFO by ships in the Arctic. It is imperative that every state in attendance supports 

this crucial measure to protect the fragile and fast-vanishing Arctic ecosystem. 

 

HFO has been the “king of marine fuels” since the 1960s, but only in recent years has 

it come under increased scrutiny. In August 2011, it was banned from ships entering 

Antarctic waters, but Arctic states have been slower to move. In 2015, HFO 

accounted for nearly 60 percent of the marine fuel consumed by ships operating in 

the Arctic. Economic considerations drive HFO’s popularity, but it is now widely 

understood that its environmental and human costs outweigh the benefits. When 

HFO is spilled in icy waters, it breaks down slowly and can devastate ecosystems and 

the livelihoods of those who depend on them. It is also a significant source of air 

pollution. The climate warming effects of black carbon, for example, are up to five 

times worse in the Arctic than they are at lower latitudes. 

 

Alternative shipping fuels exist. Marine diesel oil and liquefied natural gas, for 

example, are cost-effective and cleaner than HFO. What’s needed is the political will 

to enforce a transition to less-polluting options. For now, only limited HFO bans 

have been enacted, such as those enforced in the Southern Ocean and the waters 

around the Norwegian archipelago of Svalbard. As Arctic ice recedes, new shipping 

lanes will open to larger vessels, bearing the flags of a larger number of states, 

making HFO regulations even more important. Some countries are taking action. In 

2016, the United States and Canada announced a “phase down” in the use of HFO in 

vessels operating in the Arctic. Many other countries quietly support this work. But 

passive support is not enough. Momentum toward an HFO phaseout in the Arctic is 

building. The Danish Shipowners’ Association and the Arctic expedition cruise 

operator Hurtigruten are just two of the players calling for tighter regulations or an 

outright ban. Other shipping companies have highlighted the need for regulations to 

maintain a level playing field. 

 

Last January, Hurtigruten joined the Clean Arctic Alliance to launch the Arctic 

Commitment. The initiative brings together shipping operators, polar explorers, 

NGOs, communities, and businesses to back an HFO phaseout, ahead of any increase 

in Arctic shipping, while urging the broader shipping industry to switch to 

alternative fuels. (I signed earlier this year.) 
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At this month’s Marine Environment Protection Committee meeting, IMO member-

states must build on the progress made by supporting the HFO phaseout proposed 

by Canada. In particular, they must commit to enforcement of any resulting IMO 

measures, and to ensuring that the use of HFO is eventually banned from Arctic 

waters. We must act fast. Project Syndicate Ranulph Fiennes is an English explorer, 

writer, and author. In August 1982, he and fellow explorer Charles Burton became 

the first people to complete a surface circumnavigation of the Earth’s poles 

 
 

 

Source: opinion.inquirer.net, 07 July 2017 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

China, EU Bolster Greening of Global Shipping to Curb Emissions 

 

- Anna Hirtenstein 
 
 

The trillion-dollar global shipping industry may soon be forced to curb greenhouse 

gas emissions under new rules backed by the European Union and China. Over 200 

representatives convened this week at the International Maritime Organization, the 

United Nations shipping supervisor based in London, to discuss regulation that 

could turn their industry, currently responsible for as much as 3 percent of the 

world’s emissions, into a zero-carbon operation by the second half of the century. 

 

The shift toward clean power was prompted by the Paris climate agreement, as well 

as the threat of regional rules being considered by the EU and tested in China. 

Europe has proposed a plan to add ship emissions to its trading system by 2023 if 

the IMO talks don’t succeed. China is piloting a similar program that includes 

Shanghai’s ports and shipping industry. 

 

The EU proposal “sets a deadline for the IMO to introduce a target and measures,” said 

Sotiris Raptis, senior adviser to the European Sea Ports Organization and former EU 

parliamentary adviser. “But it’s a global industry, it’s difficult to regulate emissions 

generated outside of jurisdiction.” Imposing emissions would close a loophole left by the 

2015 Paris climate agreement. Ship engines almost always burn heavy fuel oil, one of the 

dirtiest and cheapest forms of energy. IMO members will return to discuss their strategy 

and level of ambition in October. An agreement could be drafted by next year and 

implemented in 2023. “We’re seeing that delegates are willing to discuss matters,” 
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said Edmund Hughes, head of air pollution and energy efficiency at the IMO. The 

loudest voices at the talks are small Pacific states such as the Marshall and Solomon 

islands and Kiribati, which are among the most vulnerable to rising seas from 

climate change. Some islands could be submerged by water as soon as the next 

decade, prompting them to form a coalition with some EU countries to seek strict 

IMO emission rules. “The sector needs to urgently step up its efforts,” said Mike 

Halferty, transport minister of the Marshall Islands, which has the most ships 

registered under its flag. “If international shipping was a country, it would have the 

seventh-largest emissions in the world.” 

 

China & India 
 
 

China and India, the world’s two most populous nations, submitted a joint document 

supporting a switch to lower-carbon shipping. Under their plan, countries would be 

free to create individualized emission reduction plans. Oil-producing countries such 

as Saudi Arabia and the United Arab Emirates emphasized that a compromise would 

be necessary, according to statements on Wednesday that signaled unwillingness to 

readily agree on proposed measures. Delegates from South American nations 

including Argentina and Chile said the cost impacts of long-haul trade from 

geographically-remote ports need to be considered. “We’re still seeing significant 

disagreement among major economies over a CO2 reduction target for the sector, but 

we are hearing clear signals on the need to invest in and develop alternative low 

carbon fuels and new technologies to accelerate decarbonization,” said Bill 

Hemmings, director of shipping and aviation at Brussels-based NGO Transport & 

Environment, who is observing talks at the IMO this week. 

 

Member states are beginning to agree to switch to cleaner fuels, according to Tristan 

Smith, a lecturer at University College London’s energy institute and former naval 

architect. “What we’re seeing for the first time at these talks is a collective focus on 

alternative fuels,” Smith said. “Previously, member states typically backed efficiency 

measures. Technology is not the problem, it’s been a political-will problem.” Norway 

and Finland are among the leaders in the transition, and have begun to operate 

ferries with batteries. Lithium-ion pack maker Leclanche SA recently got its 4.3-

megawatt maritime battery approved by DNV GL, clearing the way for the market to 

grow. Royal Dutch Shell Plc is making a big bet on hydrogen to power ships. 

Emissions-free nuclear propulsion has long been used by warships and ice breakers 

and the IMO has studied atomic power for cargo vessels. 
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With global trade expected to nearly double by 2030, according to a study by 

PricewaterhouseCoopers LLP, the task to reign in emissions from shipping -- which 

carries about 90 percent of the world’s goods -- will become more important. If left 

unchecked, the industry could account for 17 percent of the world’s carbon emissions 

by 2050, according to research from the European Parliament. That in turn would 

make achieving Paris accord’s goal to keep global warming well below 2 degrees 

Celsius (3.6 degrees Fahrenheit) even more elusive. 

 

Source: www.bloomberg.com, 07 July 2017 
 
 
 
 

'When corals die off, we die off' 
 

-Olivia Yasukawa 

 

In 1998, the cruel heat of El Nino hit Seychelles hard. Sea surface temperatures rose 

around the Indian Ocean, bleaching 90% of coral reefs in the archipelago. Widespread 

flooding caused significant economic losses -- fishing and agriculture accounting for 

more than half of the total figure according to the International Monetary Fund (IMF). 

The meteorological event, a combination of ocean heat redistribution and wind reversal 

in the Pacific, occurs approximately every two to seven years and has far-reaching 

consequences. The last El Nino in 2016 was similarly dreadful, reducing coral coverage 

on Seychelles' reefs from 50% to 5%, say local researchers. El Nino is a phenomenon: a 

devastating, uncontrollable exception to the norm. With carefully managed 

conservation, Seychelles can survive its wild fluctuations. But not if global warming 

continues. As baseline temperatures creep up, the ecosystem loses its ability to recover. 

Eventually El Nino could prove terminal. Climate change has become the day-to-day 

struggle for this tiny nation -- an island nation that faces erasure should the problem 

remain uncurbed. So what can a country with one of the smallest GDPs in the world do 

to prevent the global catastrophe lapping at its shores? 

 

A survey of the threats 
 
 
Headlines refer to the "slow creep" of climate change. In pockets of the world not yet on 

its frontlines, there is still doubt or ambivalence -- even from the highest offices in the 

land. Seychellois, however, can measure the effects with a yardstick along their coastline. 

"People that don't believe in climate change, maybe they need to come to the Seychelles," 

says Lisa Laporte Booyse, who runs a guesthouse on the southeast tip of Mahe, the 

largest island in the chain. "We can show them photos of things that were 
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very different before ... coastal erosion. We can see flooding that we never experienced, 

the higher temperatures that we've never experienced before. The season(al) changes 

that have had an effect." "Before, we literally could tell you the day that our rainy season 

would start. Now, we have droughts that we never experienced before." The IMF cites 

2010 as Seychelles' "worst drought in decades," also noting that in January 2013 intense 

rain caused landslides in Pointe Au Sel, and in May 2007 extreme high tides spread 164 

feet inland, striking roads and infrastructure. Locals are being forced to create ad hoc 

barriers from rocks to prevent beaches from being washed away. So much of the affairs 

on land are dictated by the health of the biosphere in the water. When it comes to coastal 

erosion, reefs are key, acting as a wave breaker protecting the shoreline, explains Savi 

Leblond, project leader at the Cerf Island Conservation Program, 2.5 miles off the coast 

of Mahe. Without strong reefs, the land is at the mercy of the ocean. At present, they are 

delicately poised. "Our reefs here have been under several threats -- natural and 

anthropogenic," Leblond says. 

 

Sea surface temperature rises cause "stress" to corals, which release an algae 

zooxanthellae, which makes up "90% of its food source, as well as its color." The 

result is bleaching and depleted nourishment. Bleaching is reversible, but if Another 

factor is ocean acidification, caused by bodies of water absorbing C02 -- 560 billion 

tons in the past 250 years, per one US national climate assessment. This has 

increased ocean surface acidity by 30%, preventing calcifying life forms, including 

coral, from absorbing the nutrients necessary for them to maintain their 

structure.waters remain too warm for too long, coral starves and dies. Then there is 

sedimentation, which starves coral of oxygen. The Max Planck Institute describes 

this, paired with acidification, as a recipe for a "deadly chain reaction" on reefs. 

Sedimentation can occur due to extreme weather events -- the 2004 Boxing Day 

tsunami covered some reefs in Seychelles -- but sediment can also travel via rain 

runoff and flood waters, caused by storm surges and rising sea levels. Seychelles is 

particularly susceptible to rising seas. Many islands in the 115-strong archipelago are 

low-lying elevated reefs. Of the archipelago's combined land area, roughly two and a 

half times the size of Washington DC, 16.4% is less than 16 feet above sea level. 

 

According to Seychelles' ambassador for climate change Ronald Jumeau, 80% of the 

population live and 80% of economic activity occurs in coastal regions. By 2100, the 

United States' National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration predicts average 

global sea levels could rise over eight feet. Meanwhile, a paper dated March 2016 

suggested ice melt in Antarctica alone could add 49 feet to sea levels by 2500. Either 

of these eventualities would be a catastrophe for Seychelles' biosphere -- above and 
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below water. "When corals die off, unfortunately we die off," surmises Leblond. 

"Everything relies on coral reefs." 

 

Custodians of the ocean 
 
 

"It was the fishermen who said it's not like it was before," recalls Booyse. Seychellois 

look to the sea for sustenance; they're custodians of over 500,000 square miles of 

ocean, and 15% of the population are engaged in fishing and fishing-related 

activities. But it's already proving harder for fisherman like Augustin Desaubin and 

others to eek out a living. 

 

Rebuilding the ocean from the floor up 
 
 

Four years before the Kyoto Protocol (a precursor to the Paris Climate Accord) was 

signed, Seychelles placed the environment front and center of policy. Its constitution, 

penned 1993, begins as follows: "We, the People of Seychelles, grateful to Almighty 

God that we inhabit one of the most beautiful countries in the world; ever mindful of 

the uniqueness and fragility of Seychelles... declar(e) our unswaying commitment... 
 
(to) help preserve a safe, healthy and functioning environment for ourselves and for 

posterity." By January 2017 the IMF declared that "Seychelles has put climate change 

at the center of its sustainable development strategy, more purposefully than most 

other small states." Alongside government initiatives, citizens are taking action. 

 

Leblond and the Cerf Island Conservation Program, part of the Marine Conservation 

Society Seychelles, cleans coastlines with teams of volunteers. But rehabilitating reefs is a 

more intensive endeavor. "We grow corals in a nursery and use these nursery-grown 

corals to rehabilitate the reef," explains marine scientist Jude Bijoux. Due to climate 

change, only corals most resilient to warm temperatures are selected, he adds. The time-

consuming process involves transferring coral fragments from one of five artificial reefs 

to rope lines, then to substrate or natural rock on the sea floor. It's a six to 12-month 

effort requiring epoxy resin and regular rope cleaning with a toothbrush. "It's a bit 

weird," says Leblond, but their methods give coral "the best chance they have." Inspired 

by initiatives on Cerf, Booyse started the Anse Forbans Community Conservation 

Program, a group of neighbors setting up a coral nursery of their own. "(It) won't be an 

immediate fix," Booyse says. "We're looking at a five-year lifespan to get the corals 

healthy, growing again and plant them back." Even among one of the greenest societies 

in the world, ownership and responsibility lie at the heart of Booyse's motives. "My own 

generation, and generations before, have made a big impact on the 
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environment," she says. "I have to try and lead and make a difference." "When you're 

fighting the cause you've just got to go and keep going." Seychellois know that in the 

fight against climate change, no half-measures will do. Their livelihoods and homes 

depend on it. 

 

Source: edition.cnn.com, 10 July 2017 
 
 
 
 

 

Tennessee Aquarium to tackle growing plastic pollution threat facing 

waterways 

 

The Tennessee Aquarium has joined forces with 19 other aquariums across the 

U.S. to create a new Aquarium Conservation Partnership (ACP) to address one of 

the gravest threats facing ocean and freshwater animals – plastic pollution. The 

ACP is a collaboration of aquariums across North America committed to 

advancing conservation and advocacy of the world's oceans, lakes and rivers 

through public action, business leadership and policy changes aimed at 

addressing major threats to aquatic environments. 

 

On Monday, July 10, the group announced the launch of a nationwide consumer 

campaign and a business commitment to drive a shift away from single-use plastic 

among their visitors, in their communities and beyond. "Whether you're on the 

highest mountain in the Appalachians or standing next to the Gulf, we're all 

connected to each other by water, through the beautiful streams that make their way 

to the bigger rivers and the ocean beyond," Dr. Anna George, Vice President of 

Conservation Science and Education for the Tennessee Aquarium, said in a news 

release. "Helping keep this water clean, not just for our use and recreation, but also 

safe for the animals who live there, is one of the most important things we can do for 

the future. Through the national "In Our Hands" campaign, the ACP hopes to 

encourage their 20 million visitors, and millions more in their communities, to 

transition from single-use plastic to less-harmful alternatives. The campaign includes 

a website that inspires visitors to make positive everyday behavior changes and raise 

awareness of the issue. "The public trusts aquariums to do what's right for the health 

of the ocean and for ocean wildlife," Julie Packard, executive director of the Monterey 

Bay Aquarium said in the release. "We're just beginning to understand the full 

impacts of ocean plastic pollution on ecosystems, marine life and human health, but 

we already know enough to say that now is the time to act." 
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All 19 aquariums are also shifting away from single-use plastic within their own 

businesses. As of today, all ACP members, including the Tennessee Aquarium, 

have eliminated plastic straws and single-use plastic take-away bags in their 

institutions. In hopes of additional plastic reduction, the aquariums have also 

committed to significantly reduce or eliminate plastic beverage bottles by 

December of 2020 and showcase innovative alternatives to single-use plastic in 

their facilities. "As leaders in aquatic conservation, aquariums are expected to 

walk their talk, and that's exactly what this partnership is meant to do," National 

Aquarium CEO John Racanelli said in the release. "We are uniquely qualified to 

set an example for others—in reducing our plastic footprint, encouraging 

sustainable operating practices, and inspiring hope in a public that is hungry to 

be part of the solution. We're right where we should be." About 8.8 million tons of 

plastic enters the ocean each year worldwide – roughly a dump truck full of 

plastic every minute of every day, according to one 2015 study. The 

Environmental Protection Agency estimates that in the United States alone, 

plastic waste averages more than 200 pounds per person each year. If nothing 

changes, by 2025 the flow of plastic into the ocean is expected to double. 

 

But it's not just the ocean that's affected. Plastic pollution in lakes and rivers has 

been found at levels as high, or higher, than in the circular oceanic currents that 

concentrate plastic trash. Today, there are an estimated one billion plastic particles 

floating on the surface of Lake Michigan alone, according to a 2015 study. The Great 

Lakes are the largest surface freshwater system on the Earth, making up 

approximately 21 percent of the world's supply of surface freshwater. Additionally, 

more than 3,500 species of plants and animals live in the Great Lakes basin. 

 

"Approximately 22 million pounds of plastic flows into the Great Lakes each year. In 

Lake Michigan alone, it is equivalent to 100 Olympic-sized swimming pools filled 

with bottles," Shedd Aquarium President and CEO Dr. Bridget Coughlin said in the 

release. "Small actions can turn into big solutions, and we believe the 24 million 

people in the United States who rely on this beautiful, massive resource for their 

drinking water, jobs and livelihoods want to be part of that wave of change. We look 

forward to working together in these commitments." The Aquarium Conservation 

Partnership was first championed by the Monterey Bay Aquarium in California, 

National Aquarium in Baltimore and Shedd Aquarium in Chicago, in collaboration 

with the Association of Zoos and Aquariums. Coalition partners are located in 16 

states .This summer, the aquariums will focus on raising awareness 
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and sparking consumer action, and sharing their own success stories to highlight 

the many ways they have cut back on single-use plastic in their operations. 

 

ACP members are also working with their business partners to showcase innovative 

alternatives to single-use plastic products, and will collaborate with vendors to 

accelerate design of new products and materials. They are also finding ways to use 

less plastic packaging in gift store items and scaling back on single-use plastic in their 

cafes and restaurants. The aquariums are also using their collective voice at the local, 

state and national level to support policies that reduce the flow of plastic pollution 

into the ocean, rivers and lakes. Beyond sponsoring clean-up events and education 

programs, many have also backed successful efforts to stem the use of plastic 

shopping bags and plastic microbeads found in personal care products. Residents of 

the Southeast will get a better picture of the magnitude of microplastics impacting 

the Tennessee River watershed beginning on Thursday, July 27. That's when 

Professor of Medical and Life Sciences, Dr. Andreas Fath, will embark "Just like how 

the drops of water that fall in the mountains turn into the mighty Tennessee River, 

the small decisions we make every day add up to big change," George said. "The 

solution to plastic pollution is in our hands." 

 

Source: www.timesfreepress.com, 10 July 2017 
 
 

 

Microplastics pose a major threat 

 

The seas near Mumbai, Kerala and the Andaman and Nicobar Islands are among the 

worst polluted in the world, according to a new study that mapped marine pollution 

around the world. Seabirds and fish are severely affected by the marine litter, as 

shown in the latest analysis by researchers from the Alfred Wegener Institute (AWI), 

Helmholtz Centre for Polar and Marine Research in Germany. 

 

• The highest quantity of microplastics was seen in Juhu beach 
 

 

• About 60-90 per cent of marine litter is made up of plastic polymers, plastic 

bags and food and beverage containers 

 

• Recreational and religious activities are major contributing factors for 

abundance of plastics in beaches 

 

• US$13 billion a year is the cost of environmental damage 
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For the first time, the researchers have compiled 1,237 scientific studies on marine 

litter into a single, comprehensive database called Litterbase. In 2016, Down To 

Earth reported how plastic production has surged over the past 50 years, from 15 

million tonnes in 1964 to 311 million tonnes in 2014. Our neighbour, Sri Lanka, has 

also been struggling to prevent beaches from becoming a dumpyard. 

 

Going by the analysis of plastic debris on beaches in Mumbai, on an average, 68.83 

items are littered per square metre at four beaches Juhu, Versova, Dadar and Aksa. 

About 41.85 per cent of the litter comprises microplastics ranging in size from 1m to 

5m. The highest quantity of microplastics was seen in Juhu beach (55.33 per cent) 

followed by Versova, Dadar and Aksa. Recreational and religious activities are major 

contributing factors for the abundance of plastics in these beaches. 

 
 

 

Sources: www.thehansindia.com, 13 July 2017 
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GEOPOLITICS 
 
 
 
 

 

India-Japan AAGC (Asia Africa Growth Corridor) : An Assessment 
 
 

 

-Shanana Thankachan 

 

The Asia Africa Growth Corridor(AAGC) is an initiative of India and Japan, the stated 

objective of which is improving economic connectivity between Asia and Africa through 

industrial networks and capacity building measures. The origin of the idea can be traced 

back to the November 2016 Joint Statement issued by India and Japan during Prime 

Minister Narendra Modi’s visit to Japan. The statement referred to “improving 

connectivity between Asia and Africa through realizing a free and open Indo-Pacific as 

vital to the entire region.” This idea acquired a more concrete form in the Annual meeting 

of the African Development Bank in Ahmedabad, Gujarat in May 2017. A vision Document 

titled “Asia Africa Growth Corridor: Partnership for Sustainable and Innovative 

Development” was released. This document outlined the broad contours and objectives of 

the project. According to the document, the four pillars of the AAGC are Enhancing 

Capacity and Skills, Quality Infrastructure and Institutional Connectivity, Development 

and Cooperation Projects, and People to People Partnership. The vision document was 

jointly developed by the Research and Information System for Developing Countries 

(RIS), New Delhi; the Economic Research Institute for ASEAN and East Asia (ERIA), 

Jakarta; and the Institute of Developing Economies-Japan External Trade Organization 

(IDE- JETRO), Tokyo, in consultation with think tanks in Africa. India and Japan are the 

key overseers of this project, but the role of other players in unclear yet. 

 

The vision document describes the AAGC as an attempt to connect the opportunities and 

aspirations of the two regions. From the vision document, the initiative appears to be 

primarily a sea corridor which intends to integrate Africa with South Asia, Southeast Asia, 

East Asia, and Oceania. The vision document stresses on providing quality infrastructure 

with a focus on people as the key to the project. It also places importance on being 

responsive to the Sustainable Development Goals.i The project will use the Geographical 

Simulation Model developed by IDE/ERIA. This model will help in drawing out the 

economic gains for the region from the project through estimating the impact of the 

various trade and transport facilitation measures. 
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The first component of the AAGC, which is Development and Cooperation Projects, 

focusses on sectors such as Agriculture and Agro Processing, Health and Pharmaceuticals, 

and Disaster Management. The second component, mentioned above, lays emphasis on 

building robust institutional, industrial and transport infrastructure in growth poles 

among countries/regions through quality infrastructure. Through expanding the 

manufacturing base and infrastructure as well as investing in human resource 

development, it seeks to address the challenge of unemployment and skill. The final 

component, called People to People Partnership, intends to use tourism and education as 

the core tools for achieving the goal of connecting people. 

 

Economic Relevance 
 
 

The project lays maximum emphasis on the African continent. India has enjoyed very 

warm relations with Africa. India and Africa are strongly connected by the common 

struggles of anti-apartheid and anti-colonial movements. The present Africa is no more 

the land of misery and deficits but the land of opportunities. There is increasing 

urbanization, there is a fast growing young population, and the economy is slowly 

formalizing. Africa is also keen on diversifying its trade from focusing on the West and 

China to more Asian countries.iiInter-country barriers amongst African countries are fast 

dissolving, with the negotiations to create a Continental Free Trade Area, having begun. 

India’s developmental work in Africa is based on a model of consultation with the 

stakeholders and which takes into account Africa’s own aspirations for pan-African 

institutions and development programmes.iii This is achieved to a large extent by the 

platform of the India-Africa Forum Summit which started in 2008.Indian companies also 

have a very sustainable and large presence in Africa.iv 

 

Moreover, India has a lot to offer in terms of technological competence, human resource 

development, and institutional capacity building. In addition to this, India being a 

developing country is quite capable of understanding the unique developmental demands 

of Africa .This understanding of Africa’s unique needs is reflected in some of the sectors 

where the AAGC intends to focus its development and cooperation projects: agriculture 

and agro processing, health and pharmaceuticals, and disaster management. India also 

has a lot to gain in terms of its increasing demand for raw materials as Africa possesses 

abundant natural resources. 

 

Japan has also been quite closely associated with the African continent through platforms such 

as the Tokyo International Conference on African Development (TICAD). TICAD provides a 

global platform for African and other international stakeholders to collaborate in 
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promoting Africa’s unique development needs. For a resource poor country like Japan, the 

African continent becomes an important destination of trade and investment. Japan has 

immense experience and expertise in providing developmental assistance to Asia and 

Africa. Along with this, Japan also has technological expertise and a penchant for 

innovation which could be utilized in Africa abundantly. The financial constraints India 

faces when it comes to investment in Africa can be fulfilled by Japan. Thus, one can see a 

smooth convergence of India and Japan in Africa. 

 

Geopolitical Relevance 
 
 

However, the question to ask is whether there is a reason beyond the narrative of shared 

values and economic interests for Japan and India to come together for this project. To 

answer this question well, one must briefly look at the India-Japan relationship in the past 

two decades. India and Japan have been increasingly coming closer in strategic terms 

since 2000. The relationship has been especially closer since the beginning of the Abe 

administration in 2012. In 2014, India-Japan upgraded their bilateral partnership to a 

“Special Strategic and Global Partnership”. Japan and India set a clear course for the 

future by releasing a joint statement in December 2015 called the “Japan and India Vision 

2025: Special Strategic and Global Partnership Working Together for Peace and Prosperity 

of Indo-Pacific Region and the World.” Japan is the only country that has been allowed by 

India to invest in strategically sensitive areas like India’s North Eastern Region and the 

Andaman and Nicobar islands. In 2015, Japan became a permanent member of the annual 

Malabar exercises. Prior to this, this was a naval drill, only between the United States and 

India. 

 

Through the AAGC, one can see this bonhomie between India and Japan translating also into 

an attempt to counter China’s OBOR that goes beyond the mutual economic benefits accruing 

from it. The first indicator of this is the timing of the project. The Asia Africa Growth Corridor 

Vision Document was released on 25 May2017.This was just a few days after the OBOR 

Summit in Beijing. Events of such magnitude cannot merely be coincidental in international 

relations. It has been argued—and quite rightly so—that the core reason for India to emerge as 

the logical option for Japan is due to increased US interest in India as a stabilizing factor in 

Asia.v But this is not to say that Japan does not have its own interests in stabilizing the 

regional order. Japan has a very heavy stake in the Indo-Pacific. It depends on maritime 

transportation for 99.6 percent of its trade volume. A large proportion of this trade passes 

through the Gulf of Aden region. The AAGC, which is primarily a sea corridor, will provide the 

much needed maritime presence to Japan in the region. This should also reassure Japan in the 

face of increasing Chinese presence in the region. For India too, the 
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reasons revolve along the same lines. India has every need to maintain its maritime 

supremacy in the region it traditionally dominated, especially in the face of fears of 

Chinese encirclement with the OBOR/Maritime Silk Road which has been construed by 

many as the reincarnation of the String of Pearls. 

 

The AAGC also comes across as a counter to China’s OBOR when one looks at the language 

used in the vision document, as well as at the key components of this initiative. It is not 

easy to counter China in terms of the scale of the financial investment. Thus, India and 

Japan are trying to sell their project using a language that seems to present it as an 

alternative to the Chinese way of doing things. India and Japan have capitalized on the oft 

repeated criticism of China. The common brickbats that Chinese projects face are along 

the lines of transparency, destruction of local industry, causing labour unrest, 

environmental concerns, and poor quality. The Vision Document of AAGC comes across as 

specifically targeting these perceived shortcomings of China. 

 

China has been criticized internationally for its constant violation of Intellectual Property 

Rights, and for its less than perfect record on the quality of products.vi Botswana has been 

struggling to sell a China constructed power plant after consistent technical problems in 

its operation since it was commissioned in 2012. Similarly, there have been ample media 

reports on the cracks appearing in a Chinese built hospital in Angola. Although the reality 

of the quality of Chinese infrastructure may be far from such media reports—with most 

Chinese infrastructure across the world having maintained a good standard of quality—but 

there is definitely in existence a poor perception of the quality of Chinese goods. This oft-

repeated criticism of China finds a clear counter in the Asia Africa Growth Corridor Vision 

Document. India and Japan have definitely capitalized on this. One of the four prime 

components of the AAGC is providing Quality Infrastructure. There is repeated emphasis 

in the document on the importance this project places on delivering high quality. This 

must also be seen in tandem with Japan’s reputation of being a torch bearer of quality and 

innovation. Japan’s launch of the Partnership for Quality Innovation must be seen in this 

regard. Japanese Prime Minister Shinzo Abe made his challenge to China quite clear 

when, on the occasion of the 21st International Conference on the Future of Asia, he said, 

“we no longer want a cheap but shoddy approach”.vii 

 

Transparency has been a prominent area of concern when it comes to Chinese investments 

abroad. There is need for more clarity on AIIB as a source of funding for OBOR. China is also 

not known for publishing detailed statistics and information about its investments and 

projects abroad. On the other hand, Japan is known for providing and publishing precise 

details of its Official Development Assistance Loans and grants to other countries. viii 
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Another component of the Asia Africa Growth Corridor which challenges concerns of 

transparency in the case of China is the use of the Geographical Simulation Model. The 

GSM Model will be used to measure the economic gains accruing from the project. This 

would help identify the socio-economic impact of the project on the region and the people 

in a more clear-cut manner.ix 

 

China also faces criticism for labour issues and the social impact of its investments. A 

study has pointed out that China has tended to use Chinese labour rather than local labour 

in its projects in Ethiopia, Sudan, and Namibia. This model has led to unemployment and 

labour unrest.x The same study also states how the inability to compete with Chinese 

products has led to the closure of local factories—a good example is the textile industry in 

Namibia. In Zambia, protesting employees were shot down by Chinese supervisors. 

According to D. Zweig and B. Jianhai, “Beijing’s resource-based diplomacy has no room 

for morality”.xi Beijing is also criticized for its “close shop” approach in which there is no 

transfer of skills and technology to the locals.xii It is in this context that the Asia Africa 

Growth Corridor emphasizes on people centric development and people to people 

partnership. According to the vision document, this would contribute to the local society, 

and would remain in harmony with the local community and the livelihood of the people. 

Another core component of the AAGC is what it calls “Enhancing Capacities and Skills”. 

Under this, the initiative aims to encourage and enhance human resource development, 

education, and skills development. 

 

With respect to environmental pollution, China has begun to introduce environment 

protection legislation domestically; but this has not translated to Chinese investments in 

other countries. In its 2015 report, the China-ASEAN Environment Cooperation Centre 

states that China lacks clear environmental guidelines and rules for its overseas firms. 

Heavy environment pollution is the price of expedited development that poor countries 

have to pay for Chinese investment. Once again, the focus of the AAGC on environment is 

noteworthy, and can be seen in this context. The AAGC is described in the vision 

document as “a Partnership for Sustainable and Innovative Development”. It also 

emphasizes on using high standards of quality control for infrastructure development so 

as to mitigate any adverse environmental impact. The mention of exploring a partnership 

with the International Solar Alliance can also be seen in this light. 

 

Conclusion 
 
 

The Asia Africa Growth Corridor is definitely a project that will go a long way in integrating 

Africa with Asia better. This initiative also picks up on the shortcomings of the China-led 
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connectivity project, and tries to provide a better alternative for it. Moreover, in doing so, 

it also tries to counter China in a very subtle manner. China has tried to resolve a lot of the 

criticism levelled against it through several initiatives. However, “second round” players 

like India and Japan have the benefit of hindsight—the benefit of learning from China’s 

mistakes. It is also important to briefly introspect whether India and Japan have the 

experience of taking something like this to its logical conclusion. Unlike China, both India 

and Japan have very little experience in actually building infrastructure in other countries. 

Japan’s experience is mostly limited to Official Development Assistance. But for now, it is 

definitely an initiative in the right direction that gives the region an alternative that 

appears more benign. 

 

Source:www.maritimeindia.org, 03 July 2017 
 
 

 

Linking India’s Inland Waterways to Bay of Bengal: Assessing the Potential 

of Sub regional Cooperation 
 
 
 
 
 

- G. Padmaja 
 

Introduction 
 
 

In an interview to The Hindu, newspaper (24 May 2017), the Assam Chief Minister 

Sarbananda Sonowal said, 

 

Namami Brahmaputra was mainly organised to connect Assam with 

the rest of the world through the Brahmaputra river. This was the most 

viable waterway during the British regime, Brahmaputra to Padma 

(river Padma in Bangladesh) and the Bay of Bengal. Our finished 

products could find a global market. For 70 years, this has been 

stopped. We want to re-open that route for speedy growth. 

 

The seriousness behind wanting to re-open the waterway is evident from the fact that 

‘Namami Brahmaputra’, a five day event, was organized from 31 March–4 April 2017, 

along the entire stretch of the river Brahmaputra across 21 districts of Assam from 

Sadiya to Dhubri. Inaugurating this river festival, President Pranab Mukherjee said, 

 

The development of this national waterway can give Assam access to 

international ports like Chittagong in Bangladesh. This will give Assam 
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an exposure to international trade and commerce. With the Act East 

Policy taking forefront, Assam is perfectly positioned to become the 

corridor of the country to the ASEAN nations.xiii 

 

Just over a year ago, in March 2016, the Indian Parliament enacted the National 

Waterways Act 2016 wherein certain inland waterways, numbering a total of 111, 

were declared as national waterways. The Act also provided for the regulation and 

development of these waterways for the purposes of shipping and navigation.xiv In 

April 2016, ‘Sagarmala’ —the national program aimed at accelerating economic 

development in the country by harnessing the potential of India’s coastline and rivers 

network—was announced by the government.xv The Asian Confluence River Festival 

was held on 15-16 July 2016 in Shillong, Meghalaya. Apart from government officials, 

business persons and the common people, dignitaries from neighbouring countries 

like Bangladesh, Nepal, Bhutan and Myanmar also participated. They were all of the 

opinion that the river transport system—inland navigation which was prominent 

during pre-Independence era—should be revived; and that the rivers which are 

common to the neighbouring countries need to be given more emphasis for the 

 

development of the region.xvi At the bilateral level too, Indian Prime Minister Modi’s 

visit to Bangladesh in June 2015 and Bangladesh Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina’s 

visit to India in April 2017 have laid the foundation for cooperation on waterways, 

the coast guard, port development, and coastal shipping. 

 

Thus, a new narrative of socio-economic development centred on rivers as drivers of 

growth has emerged. It recognizes that opportunities offered by rivers—which are trans-

boundary in nature—can be tapped only through sub-regional cooperation. This issue 

brief examines the manner in which rivers were used for navigation during the pre-

Independence period; and secondly, the way in which India’s National Waterways Act 

2016 is being looked upon as a game changer for sub regional-cooperation. 

 

Historical Perspective 
 
 

Historical studies show that, since ancient times, rulers of the Indian sub-continent 

used rivers for the navigation of people and trade very extensively. In many places, 

rivers connected seaports to the interior places in the kingdom.xvii 

 

Under the East India Company, steam boats arrived in the Indian sub-continent in 

the 1830s and revolutionized inland river transport. Regular steamer services plied 
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through the Ganges from Kolkata to Allahabad and beyond, aiding not only the 

movement of goods but also troops and civilians to the towns on the banks of the 

river Ganga. With the growth of the tea industry in Assam, the services of the steam 

boat extended to Assam too.xviii The East India Company undertook river canal 

projects with the aim of serving both navigation and irrigation purposes. Pioneering 

work in this field was done by Sir Arthur Cotton who had a complete mastery over 

the river systems, and suggested various waterways linking the subcontinent.xix 

During British colonial rule, the Brahmaputra and Barak-Surma rivers were used 

extensively for transport and trade between Northeast India and the port of Kolkata. 

That is to say, the boats would traverse through what is now Bangladesh into the Bay 

of Bengal. It is estimated that, in 1877, as many as 180,000 country cargo boats were 

registered in Kolkata—124,000 at Hooghly and 62,000 at Patna.xx 

 

With the introduction of the railways in India in the year 1853 as well as the focus on 

road projects, the colonial government’s priority gradually shifted away from 

waterways. The exception was Northeast of India, where ninety eight per cent of 

trade was carried on by waterways despite the railway line. The Partition of India in 

1947 disrupted these uninterrupted waterways because riverine trade had to pass 

through East Pakistan. The deterioration of political environment in 1962, and later 

in 1965, between India and Pakistan completely halted the use of these waterways for 

navigation and shipping. With the birth of Bangladesh in 1971, a Protocol on Inland 

Water Transit and Trade was signed by Bangladesh and India in 1972. This is limited 

to providing transportation for inter-country trade cargo and transit cargo on 

specified routes. 

 

Thus, political factors have resulted in the vibrant waterways of the pre-

Independence period becoming unused. Significantly, the recent debates on rivers as 

waterways for navigation seek to reverse this. 

 

India’s Waterways and Sub-regional Cooperation 
 
 

The National Waterways Act 2016 of the Government of India seeks to develop 111 

inland waterways. These have been declared as national waterways for purposes of 

shipping and navigation. All these national waterways would be developed in phases 

following detailed project reports. In phase I, eight waterways are being considered for 

development.xxi Some states that these national waterways would cover include Bihar, 

Uttar Pradesh, Goa, West Bengal and Assam. With the exception of Goa, all the other 

states share borders with Nepal, Bhutan, or Bangladesh. Thus, India’s focus on inland 
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waterways has given rise to hopes of sub-regional cooperation wherein Nepal, 

Bhutan, Bangladesh, and India’s northeast would especially see a development arc 

driven by rivers. 

 

One of the most important waterways being developed by the government is 

National Waterway 1 (NW1) under the Jal Marg Vikas Project. This is a 1,620km long 

Ganga-Bhagirathi-Hoogly river system from Allahabad to Haldia. The World Bank is 

providing financial and technical support to this project, which is expected to lead to 

extensive economic and social development of the hinterland along the banks of the 

river Ganga. The project would enable the commercial navigation of vessels with the 

capacity of 1500-2000 tons.xxii 

 

The Jal Marg Vikas Project includes the development of a fairway with three metres 

depth; multi-modal terminals at Varanasi, Haldia, and Sahibganj; the strengthening 

of the river navigation system; conservancy works; modern River Information 

System (RIS); Digital Global Positioning System (DGPS); night navigation facilities, 

modern methods of channel marking; and the construction of a new state of the art 

navigational lock at Farakka. 

 

The successful completion of the Jal Marg Vikas Project will benefit Nepal too which 

is a landlocked country. The Kalghat Terminal would enable transportation of cargo 

from Kolkata to Nepal through this Waterway. xxiii Further, the Gazipur terminal— 

which is dedicated to LNG (liquefied natural gas) trade—would facilitate the 

transportation of LNG to Nepal via Gazipur.xxiv 

 

The Jal Marg Vikas Project will also procure 25 LNG fuelled vessels or barges to 

promote the use of the waterway. A total of 60–65 vessels will be procured under the 

project. Measures have also been undertaken to ensure that dredging results in a 3m 

assured draft between Farakka and Kahalgaon in Bihar. A beginning has already 

been made, and goods are being transported through inland waterways. xxv The cargo 

movement for the landlocked Nepal and Bhutan is partly taking place through the 

riverine route till Sahebgunj also, from where trucks move goods to Nepal and 

Bhutan. It is estimated that it has reduced transport costs by 30 per cent.xxvi 

 

These developments have given rise to a positive response from academicians, 

business, and political leaders in the Sub-continent. They are of the have opinion 

that India’s National Waterways Act is a landmark game changer that has resulted in 

a positive shift in the discourse on inland waterway connectivity in the Sub-region. In 
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September 2016, after attending the Asian Confluence NADI 2016 July Festival held 

in Shillong, Dipak Gyawali, the former Minister of Water Resources of Nepal, wrote 

 

the primary agenda ended up becoming the pressing need to revive 

riverine transport. It seems during the British rule, goods from abroad 

came up from the Bay of Bengal along the Brahmaputra, all the way up 

to Tejpur and Dibrugarh.xxvii 

 

All the participants at this event, including those from Bangladesh, Nepal, Bhutan 

and Myanmar, were of the opinion that inland navigation—which was prominent 

during India’s pre-Independence era—should be revived. As some of the river 

systems of Nepal meet the river Ganges in NW1, the possibility of Nepal directly 

accessing the Bay of Bengal through this waterway needs to be explore. 

 

The Namami Brahmaputra River festival organized by the Assam state government also 

conveys the need to revive waterway connectivity of the pre-Independence period. NW2 

(the Sadiya-Dhubri stretch of Brahmaputra River) and NW 16 (the Barak River) are 

being promoted by the Assam government. If one looks at the bigger picture, it is argued 

that Assam and its waterways can play a central role in connecting India with the ASEAN 

countries. This is to be seen in the context of India’s Act East Policy wherein the focus is 

on expanding political, economic, and socio-cultural linkages with Southeast Asia. All 

these further re-iterate the need for sub regional cooperation.xxviii 

 

Bangladesh has an important role to play if the pre-Independence riverine waterways 

have to be revived. In this context, Bangladesh looks upon itself as being strategically 

located wherein it can provide sea connectivity to the nations around it. Thus, it is also 

keen on sub-regional cooperation. Significantly, 24,000 km of its waterways find their 

way into the Bay of Bengal. Thus, it has a critical role to play in regional waterway 

connectivity. It has two maritime ports: the Chittagong Port and the Mongla Port. The 

third maritime port of Pyra is currently under construction, but initial operation has 

already started. These maritime ports have hinterland connectivity by river. In June 

2016, the World Bank approved US$ 360 million to help Bangladesh improve the 

navigability and year round safe transport for passengers and cargo along Bangladesh’s 

busiest waterways. This is called the Regional Waterway Transport Project for 

Bangladesh which is expected to enhance waterway connectivity within the BBIN 

(Bangladesh, Bhutan, India, Nepal) sub region also.xxix 

 

Being a lower riparian country, all the rivers in Bangladesh are trans- boundary—that 
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is, originating beyond its borders. Thus, rivers connect India and Bangladesh, and the 

Protocol on Inland Water Transit and Trade signed by Bangladesh and India in 1972 

provides for transportation of inter-country trade cargo as well as transit cargo. 

However, vessels have to follow definite routes, and take voyage approvals from 

competent authorities in both countries for each and every voyage. The existing routes 

provide inland waterway connectivity between West Bengal and the North-east only. 

Waterways connecting North India and the North-east and North India and Bangladesh 

are yet to be developed. There are suggestions from Bangladesh that, apart from the 

simplification of customs formalities, the Ganges river should be included in the protocol 

routes so that goods can move from Allahabad to any destination in the northeast or in 

Bangladesh. Further, there are also suggestions that the scope of the Protocol be 

extended by taking Nepal and Bhutan on board so that they can have a direct access to 

the Bay of Bengal through the maritime ports of Bangladesh. Also, that sub-regional 

cooperation can be truly implemented by combining the Motor Vehicles Agreement of 

BBIN (Bangladesh, Bhutan, India, Nepal) and the bilateral Protocol on Inland Water 

Transport between Bangladesh and India to create a new framework of multi-modal 

transport among the BBIN countries.xxx 

 

Coastal shipping has already commenced between India and Bangladesh in March 

2016, following the decisions taken during Prime MinisterModi's visit to Bangladesh 

in June 2015. Sheikh Hasina's visit to India in April 2017 consolidated this bilateral 

trust, and went further to examine the possibilities of regular movement of river and 

coastal passenger and cruise vessels between India and Bangladesh on coastal routes 

and inland waterways. The Standard Operating Procedures (SOPs) between the coast 

guards of India and Bangladesh were also concluded to contribute to maritime 

security in the Bay of Bengal. Port construction and shipping are also among the many 

areas of cooperation between India and Bangladesh.xxxi 

 

India's Sagarmala program brings out the need for multi-modal connectivity wherein 

inland waterways have an important place. India has 14,500 kms of navigable and 

potentially navigable waterways, and 7,500 km of coastline covering 13 states. However, 

transport through waterways accounts for only 6 per cent of total freight movement in 

India in tonne km terms. The Sagarmala project calls for multimodal connectivity 

whereby a combination of waterways, railways, and roads will be utilized to have efficient 

logistics, all of which are important for goods to remain competitive. Given the 

projections for economic growth in the Sub-continent, there is great potential for 

increased cargo movement on waterways as freight traffic is likely to increase. 
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Conclusion 
 
 

India's Waterways Act 2016 of declaring 111 waterways as national waterways for 

navigation and shipping has initiated a constructive discourse not only in India but in the 

BBIN sub region too. India’s Sagarmala program has also contributed to this discourse. 

The debates and discussions which have followed have highlighted the need to move 

from bilateral approaches towards more regional ones for utilizing trans-boundary rivers 

as waterways. The central government’s efforts in India are being also complemented by 

those of state governments, as is seen in the organization of the Namami Brahmaputra 

festival by the Assam Government and the Asian Confluence River Festival in Meghalaya. 

They are also emphasizing the need for a regional approach and the revival of pre-

Independence waterways for the movement of cargo and passengers. Significantly, 

inland waterways and the need to have a regional approach have been prioritized by 

India's eastern neighbours too. Water discourse also seeks to explore multimodal 

connectivity at the sub-regional level involving both the waterways and the motor vehicle 

agreement among the BBIN countries. 

 

The Bay of Bengal will soon become a hub of maritime trade if the sub-regional 

projects involving trans-boundary rivers for navigation and shipping are successfully 

implemented. It will change the very narrative of sub-regional cooperation in which 

the unhindered movement of not only goods but also of people will take place 

through the trans-national waterways. With its strategic location as the lower 

riparian state (wherein all its rivers flow into the Bay of Bengal), Bangladesh has a 

key role to play in this new paradigm of cooperation. However, consistent political 

will and convergence among all the countries concerned is an important pre-requisite 

for commencing and implementing these regional projects. Only then will it facilitate 

the participation of financial institutions and private entrepreneurs with investments 

so very necessary for the success of these projects. 

 

Source: www.maritimeindia.org, 06 July 2017 
 
 
 

 

Vietnam Is Chasing India To Escape The Grip Of China 
 

- Ralph Jennings 

 

China and Vietnam have talked peacefully over the past year about cooperating 

despite a bitter, decades-old maritime sovereignty dispute. China needed to reconcile 

because a world arbitration court ruled in July 2016 against the legal basis for its 
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claims to most of a 3.5 million-square-kilometer sea that overlaps waters heavily 

used by Vietnam. Vietnam wanted to talk because it depends so heavily on China’s 

economy, its top source of trade as of early 2017. Leaders in Hanoi weren’t sure 

whether U.S. President Donald Trump would help Vietnam military the way his 

predecessor Barack Obama had. 

 

Now Vietnam is pushing for stronger ties with India. The two countries have 

explored together for oil in the South China Sea -- the one Beijing believes is mostly 

its own -- since at least 2014 when the overseas subsidiary of India’s state-run firm 

ONGC and PetroVietnam Exploration Production Corp. signed an agreement for 

exploring three oil blocks despite bristling in Beijing, Indian media reported. That 

cooperation was extended last year and again this year. 

 

Vietnamese Foreign Minister Phạm Bình Minh told Indian President Pranab Mukherjee 

last week on a visit to New Delhi that he wanted to “step up” a year-old strategic 

comprehensive partnership, Viet Nam News reported. The partnership should 

contribute to “stability, security and prosperity,” Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi 

was quoted saying last year. The Vietnamese prime minister had suggested in April that 

two-way trade should reach $15 billion by 2020. Vietnam-China trade totaled $95.8 

billion in 2015, per this news report. But the Vietnamese have resented China over 

centuries of territorial disputes including a war in the 1970s and a boat-ramming 

incident three years ago over a Chinese oil rig in the disputed sea. 

 

Smart diplomacy 
 
 
Courting India means smart diplomacy for Vietnam. India has the world’s fourth-

strongest armed forces, research database GlobalFirePower.com says, offering a 

deterrent against Chinese influence over Vietnam. India offers Vietnam credit to buy 

weapons and trains Vietnamese sailors, says Trung Nguyen, international relations 

dean at Ho Chi Minh City University of Social Sciences and Humanities. The two had 

agreed earlier to accelerate patrol boat production for Vietnam and India has said it 

would bolster naval training. “One of the most fruitful areas that Vietnam is 

benefiting from relations with India is in defense cooperation,” Nguyen says. “India's 

possession of some technological transfers in weapon production from Russia is also 

what Vietnam is looking to, to upgrade its stockpile.” Vietnam, which also signed a 

33-point partnership declaration with India in 2007, has championed relations with 

that country as well as with Japan and Russia “to avoid being caught in the middle of 

strategic rivalry between a rising China and the United States,” Carl Thayer, emeritus 
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professor of politics at the University of New South Wales in Australia, argues in a 

2016 paper. Vietnamese leaders are ill at ease about Washington’s exit from the 

Trans-Pacific Partnership trade deal, a would-be boon to Vietnamese exports, as well 

as Hanoi’s uncertainty about continuity of U.S. defense aid. 

 

India, which feels its own squeeze from China’s growing military and economic 

influence, values the Vietnam relationship as a way to keep Beijing in check, scholars 

such as this one with the China Policy Institute in the United Kingdom say. India 

calls closer ties with Vietnam part of its Act East policy. “Modi has been seeking 

stronger relationships with states that have ongoing disputes with China on multiple 

fronts,” the institute scholar says. “Clearly, Vietnam has emerged as a pivotal 

state...as a strategic partner in countering China’s assertiveness in the South China 

Sea and in the Indian Ocean region.” 

 

Source: www.forbes.com, 10 July 2017 
 
 
 
 
 

 

In China, a Strategy Born of Weakness 
 

- George Friedman 

 

China’s actions so far in the ongoing North Korean affair have been ambiguous. In 

order to try to understand China’s strategy toward North Korea, it is necessary to 

understand China’s strategy in general. To do that, it is important to recognize the 

imperatives and constraints that drive the country. 

 

First, we need to outline China’s basic geographical parts. The country has four 

buffer regions that are under its control. Tibet in the southwest has seen some 

instability and is vulnerable to outside influences. Xinjiang in the northwest is 

predominantly Muslim, with a significant insurgency but not one that threatens 

Chinese control. Inner Mongolia in the north is stable. Manchuria in the northeast is 

also stable and of all four buffers is the most integrated with the Chinese core. These 

last two regions are now dominated by the Han Chinese, China’s main ethnic group, 

but they are still distinct. When you look at a map of China, you will see that a good 

part of what we think of China is not ethnically Chinese. 

 

Within Han China, there are also divisions. The population is concentrated in the 

east because western China has limited rainfall and can’t sustain very large 
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populations. In this sense, China is actually a relatively narrow country, with an 

extremely dense population. The interests within Han China are also diverse, and 

this has frequently led to fragmentation and civil war. 

 

The most important distinction is the one between coastal China and interior China. 

Coastal China, when left to its own devices, is involved in regional and global 

maritime trade, while the interior has fewer commercial opportunities. Coastal 

China’s priority is reaching its customers, whereas the interior wants Beijing to 

transfer the wealth from the coast to help support the poor interior. Many other 

regional disagreements exist of course, but this is the source of discord between the 

two regions. 

 

It is not a new problem, and left to fester, it can result in internal conflict, with 

coastal interests frequently seeking intervention by their customers. This was t he 

case from the British intervention in the mid-19th century until 1947. During this 

time, there was endless internal conflict in China and constant foreign involvement. 

Mao Zedong tried to solve the problem by closing China to trade (at least somewhat), 

crushing the coastal elite and imposing a dictatorship. Like emperors before him, he 

imposed a powerful state on a unified but nonetheless very poor country. 

 

Changing Gears 
 
 

After Mao died, China embarked on a traditional Chinese strategy: It tried to build its 

economy by selling low-priced manufactured goods to the world without allowing 

divisions to arise – in other words, it wanted to have its cake and eat it too. This 

worked for a generation; once the state stopped undermining economic 

development, China surged. By 2006, exports, particularly to the U.S. and Europe, 

accounted for 37 percent of China’s gross domestic product. The coastal region 

became relatively prosperous, while the rest of China and the buffer regions lagged 

far behind, as they always have. But the surging economy helped raise living 

standards, even if it also created inequality. 

 

2008 was a turning point. China’s major customers, Europe and the United States, 

went into recession, and their appetite for Chinese goods declined. Economic growth 

slowed dramatically, and by 2016, exports only contributed 19 percent of GDP. 

Although internal consumption increased, the coastal region was focused on markets 

in advanced industrial countries, which the interior couldn’t replace. 
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And in the process of maintaining weakening businesses, saving jobs and increasing 

domestic demand, the cost of production rose. China faced competition from other 

countries for markets, and the pressure on its internal system intensified. 

 

Coastal and regional interests diverged again, and each advocated different policies 

in response to the crisis. The Chinese government tried to accommodate all but 

accommodated none. In 2012, President Xi Jinping took office and sought to put the 

genie back in the bottle. He imposed a dictatorship that had two goals: to take 

control of the Communist Party and to impose party rule over the country. His anti-

corruption campaign was intended to take control of the economy and to convince 

the interior that he was not a pawn of the coastal region. Xi sought to maintain 

exports as much as possible and to re-establish centralized control with minimal 

effect on the economy. 

 

He also had to deal with the United States. The United States’ consumption of 

exports was a major engine of China’s economy. At the same time, the crackdown on 

government and business officials – an essentially political act – would affect 

American investments and other interests in China. China had to take greater control 

of the economy without losing U.S. investment or imports. But in case the worst 

happened, China developed a fallback strategy. It began producing a new class of 

high-tech products. It also had to find new markets outside the U.S. The economic 

solution posed a military problem. 

 

Protecting Sea Access 
 
 

In the event there was an economic falling out with the U.S., China had to consider 

the possibility of a military confrontation. But the key issue was the ability to 

guarantee China’s access to sea lanes. In this, China had a major geographic 

problem. The South and East China seas are ringed with small islands, spaced in 

such a way that passage between them can be blocked with relative ease. The U.S. 

Navy is far superior to the Chinese navy, and the Chinese were concerned that in 

some unforeseen crisis the U.S. would block access to their much needed sea lanes. 

Those small islands were now at the center of Chinese national interest. The Chinese 

could claim the entire region, but they were not in a position to seize it. 

 

At the same time, the Chinese devised a political solution to their strategic problem. 

If a country like Indonesia or the Philippines aligned with China instead of with the 

United States, access to the global sea lanes would be assured without having to 
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confront the United States. The problem here is that the two strategies undermined 

each other. Aggressive assertion of Chinese power in the regional waters and finding 

accommodation with regional powers were inconsistent approaches. What’s more, 

they could only work if the United States was not present. And, of course, it was. 

 

China had one other option for getting around potential U.S. actions: creating an 

alternative export route through Asia to Europe. This was the One Belt, One Road 

concept. But it, too, was flawed. First, the cost of building the requisite infrastructure 

was staggering. Second, it would run through countries that were unstable and, for 

the Chinese, unimportant customers. Add to that the speed with which One Belt, 

One Road needed to be enacted, and this was more posturing than policy. 

 
 

 

China, therefore, is caught in a set of interlocking problems. Its economic miracle has 

matured into more normal growth rates. It has a vast population that lacks the ability 

to consume all that it produces. It has to contend with global stagnation and 

competition from other producers – and competing with high-tech producers is no 

small task. It is therefore afraid of internal instability and has imposed a dictatorship 

designed to maintain a vibrant economy without social costs. To do that, it must 

increase exports and control access to China’s economy, a move designed to alienate 

a large and dangerous power, the United States. But it can’t afford to confront the 

U.S., whose navy it can’t defeat. 

 

The Chinese are caught between the need to placate the United States and to distract 

it with as many problems as possible. North Korea is a perfect diversion, but siding 

with Pyongyang is not an option. China can appear to be helping the United States 

while keeping the U.S. focused on Pyongyang. 

 

Incompatibilities 
 
 

This is a strategy that emerges not from a position of strength but from one of 

fundamental weakness. China’s internal contradiction is that prosperity creates 

instability, and stability is incompatible with prosperity. There are complexities and 

nuances of course, but this is the root of China’s problem. China is therefore trying to 

maintain what prosperity it can without destabilizing the system. In doing this, it is 

jeopardizing its overseas markets, particularly the United States, creating the 

opportunity for a conflict it can’t win and opening the door to regionalism and 

warlordism. 
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Unlike Japan, which moved from being a high-growth country to a low-growth 

country without social upheaval, China may not be so lucky. Japan had a 

homogeneous, socially integrated society. China is not homogenous, and it has 

irreconcilable social differences. Its global strategy reflects these contradictions and 

ultimately poses a greater risk to China itself than to others. And in such a situation, 

the key is to look confident and try to keep others off balance. But this can only work 

for so long. 

 

Source: geopoliticalfutures.com, 12 July 2017 
 
 

 

No reason why India, China can't handle border differences this time: S 

Jaishankar 

 

India and China have handled border issues in the past and there is no reason the 

two countries will not be able to handle them this time, foreign secretary S 

Jaishankar said here on Tuesday. "It is a long border, as you know no part of the 

border has been agreed upon on the ground. It is likely that from time to time, there 

are differences," Jaishankar said. He was responding to questions on the stand-off 

between Indian and Chinese troops in the Dokalam area of the Sikkim sector at a 

lecture on 'India-ASEAN and the Changing Geopolitics'. 

 

The lecture was organised by the Lee Kuan Yew School of Public Policy and the 

Indian high commission. Underlining that this was not the first time that China and 

India had border differences, Jaishankar said, "When such situations arise, I see no 

reason, when having handled so many situations in the past, we would not be able to 

handle it." China and India have been engaged in a stand-off in the Dokalam area 

near the Bhutan tri-junction for over three weeks after a Chinese Army's construction 

party attempted to build a road. Doka La is the Indian name for the region which 

Bhutan recognises as Dokalam, while China claims it as part of its Donglang region. 

Of the 3,488-km-long India-China border from Jammu and Kashmir to Arunachal 

Pradesh, a 220-km section falls in Sikkim. 

 

Source: timesofindia.indiatimes.com, 11 July 2017 
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The Geopolitics of the Hague Ruling on the South China Sea Dispute 

 

On 12 July 2016, the Permanent Court of Arbitration delivered its long-awaited 

ruling on the protracted dispute between the Philippines and China. The PCA ruled 

in favor of the Philippines in 14 of its 15 claims against China in the South China Sea. 

To recap, here are a few of the court’s important findings: 

 

• China’s claims -- defined by the nine-dash line -- is a violation of international law. 
 
 
• Although the Spratly Islands were historically used by small groups of fishermen 

and several fishing and guano mining enterprises, these land features could not 

sustain habitation by a stable community. 

 

• None of the Spratly Islands is capable of generating extended maritime zones. It 
 
noted  that  these  features  now  have  installations  with  maintenance  personnel. 
 
 

• These modern presences are dependent on outside resources. In fact, many of the 

features have been modified to improve their habitability. 

 

• Chinese reclamation and construction projects infringe on Philippine territorial 

rights. 

 

• China erred in destroying the maritime environment by building artificial islands 

and illegally preventing Filipinos from fishing and exploring oil in area. 

 

Furthermore, the PCA determined that China violated the rights and obligations of 

nations utilizing the ocean by destroying the marine environment through its 

constructions of artificial islands; openly defied Philippines sovereign rights by 

interfering with oil and gas exploration at the Reed Bank; and illegally constructed a 

facility on Mischief Reef, which sits on the Philippine continental shelf. 

 
 

 

The Geopolitics of the PCA Ruling 
 
 
 
 

The PCA award is a strong assertion of the impartiality and effectiveness of the 

dispute resolution mechanism of UNCLOS and, more significantly, the triumph of 

the Philippines’ liberal approach over China’s realpolitik approach. 
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The ruling, however, is not simply a sweeping legal victory and a decisive setback for 

China. It is a game changer that may transform the strategic milieu of the disputes, 

reshaping the actors’ strategies and identities, and strongly motivating them to change 

their courses of actions. At the core of this change is the newfound clarity that China’s 

claim, based on the nine-dash line, has neither legal nor historical foundation. The ruling 

made clear that no country can lawfully assert “historic rights” in the high seas. 

 

The ruling exposed China’s expansive claim as a component of a long-term maritime 

strategy aimed at eroding America’s preponderant position in the region, weakening 

the credibility of US security commitments, fragmenting ASEAN and other regional 

bodies, and coercing specific regional states to accommodate its self-defined and self-

proclaimed “core interests.” 

 

In the mid-1980s, Admiral Liu Huaqing, the commander of the People’s Liberation 

Army Navy (PLAN), announced the “Near Seas Active Defense” doctrine. This 

doctrine called for the People’s Liberation Army (PLA) to form layered defenses to 

deter a potential adversary from threatening China from the sea. In the 1990s, China 

developed an arsenal of ballistic and cruise missiles aimed at virtually every US 

airbase and port in the Western Pacific. 

 

These weapons are also designed to sink vessels operating hundreds of miles off China’s 

coast. Chinese military planners believe that their missiles, with anti-access/area denial 

(A2/AD) capabilities, can adequately prevent the US Navy from intervening or provoking 

a confrontation with China. Chinese control of the South China Sea will extend the PLA’s 

A2/AD. This will enable the PLA to deploy submarines, surface combatants, and aircraft 

to delay or deter US response to regional crisis. Using satellite photos, the Asia Maritime 

Transparency Initiative revealed that while the ASEAN and China are negotiating a 

framework of a binding Code of Conduct, the construction of military and dual-use 

facilities on Chinese-occupied land features continues. The PLA has built missile 

shelters, radar/communication facilities, and other infrastructures that imply that while 

China is engaged in negotiations with ASEAN, it remains committed in developing its 

military capabilities. 

 

Status quo or revisionism? 
 
 

In the light of these developments, the PCA ruling forces states in the region to take sides 

-- either to be on the side of international law (or the status quo) or against it 

(revisionism leading to China’s domination of the South China Sea). Prior to the ruling, 
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regional states articulated their own interpretations of the disputes and preferred to be 

fence-sitters. The PCA award also produces the basis and motivation for cooperation 

among states that are threatened by China’s expansion and are supportive of 

international law. Before the ruling, the maxim of “each to his own” hindered these 

states from engaging in robust cooperation to constrain China’s maritime expansion. 

With the PCA’s ruling, littoral states like the Philippines, Malaysia, Indonesia, and 

Vietnam can join forces and lawfully align themselves with major naval powers like the 

United States, Japan, Australia, and India to defend their EEZ against Chinese 

encroachment, and rationalize this effort to uphold international law. 

 

If cooperation before the ruling could be interpreted as taking sides and ganging up 

on China, now it can be regarded as a collective effort by the international 

community to defend the rule-based order against an aggressive and expansionist 

power. On July 12, Stratbase ADR Institute will hold a forum titled “The Framework 

Code of Conduct, One Year After Arbitration.” The by-invitation forum will feature 

insights from Defense Secretary Delfin Lorenzana, Justice Antonio Carpio, Dr. Jay 

Batongbacal, former National Security adviser Roilo Golez, Dr. Ginnie Bacay-

Watson, and Mr. Koichi Ai, in addition to Ambassador Albert del Rosario. Renato 

Cruz De Castro is a Trustee of Stratbase ADR Institute, and a Professor in DLSU-

Manila. 

 

Source: www.bworldonline.com, 12 July 2017 
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